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ARTICLE VIEWS PROBLEMS WITH EEC BEEF DUMPIN« 
Windsor THE LAND in English 10 Jan 85 p 
[Article: “EEC Beef Faces ‘All-Out Attack’"] 


[Text] A blistering campaign will be mounted over the next month to warn 
the EEC against dumping its massive beef stockpile on Pacific Basin markets. 


Led by Australia, the attack reflects mounting, strone concern in industry 
ind government circles over the threat to the stability of the world cattle 
market posed by a possible extension of EEC restitution payments to Pacific 
Basin exports. 


Fears that the EEC will move in on these traditional Australian markets 
pained further momentum this week with the likely limitation of EEC access 
to the Canadian market. 


Canada has a "counter-cyclical" law similar to the US that limits beef 
imports once a certain quantity of beef comes into the country. 


lt has not been invoked before as the quantities of beef imported have 
not reached the trigger level. 


But in the past year the EEC put more than 20,000 tonnes of subsidised 
bee! into Canada and the trigger level was passed. 


New access levels to the 66,500 tonne Canadian quota have been based on 
average shares of the Canadian market held by importers from 1979 to 1983. 


For Australia that means 24,900 tonnes, compared with 10,000 tonnes in 
1984, while for the EEC it means a dramatic drop to 2/00 tonnes--about 

four percent of the market compared with the 38pc it snared between January 
and October last year. 


An Australian Meat and Livestock Corporation spokesman said that if the 
quotas were introduced, Australia would have to ensure the agreed quantity 
was suppli d or risk losing access. 
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lied subsidised beef below thx “tilled the 
: bat il ‘ att lemen had b< en 1or< Mu to j I ' | ‘ ‘ . 
, iign against the LEC in the mis lude; 
ai) in Australia next week between | . Mr llawke, and ’ 
japanese counterpart, Mr Yasuhiro Nab mM, t Mr Hawke is expected 
eek assurances that Japan will not import ie furopean beef; 
two-day visit to the European Commission’ wadguarters in Brussels 
Mr Hawke, Primary Industry Minister Mr Ke: itional Farmers 
leration senior vice president Mr Michae! | di exccutive direc- 
Mr John Whitelaw; 
\ttendance later this month by Cattle Council 1 ia president 
I Maurice Binstead at a United States Cattlemen’ ition meeting, 
which the possibility o! rwoint mL is jy rhap il so 
siving Canada and New Zealand--is likely te : 
well, the EEC’s Australian ambassador will att. t tne ittle Council 's 
yearly meeting in Sydney on January ) and » at hich the anti- 
ing message is expected to be rammed hom 
rhe latest de velopments follow a trip to raroyn (attle Council execu- 
tive member, Mr Ian Steele Park, Merriwa, late last year. 
Mi steele Park said the mission had indicate l Wel inportant t he 
tralian viewpoint be projected by producers, not ist government repre- 
cntatives. He also drew attention to the ne lor Australia to correct 
the impression commonly held in the ELC that tralia did not have cnough 
peel to supply its markets. 
\ turther observation was that there was po real mterweight to the farm 
lobby in kurope. It appeared that eftort .0 iltivate consumer antagonism 
to the EEC’s Common Agricultural Policy would b waste { time, 
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CANBERRA LIFTS RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN GOVERNMENT INVESTMENTS 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 16 Jan 85 p 21 
[Article by lan Davis] 


[Text ] 


The Federal Government's action yester- private fined interest securities would take 
day in lifting restrictions on investments by effect Immediately. 
foreign government agencies could in Mr Hurford said the apracies which 
crease liquidity in the fixed interest mar- would no jonger be restricted were foreign 
ket and strengthen the Austratian dollar, benks (except ccntral banks) and Govern. 
according to brokers ment agracies which made tavestments tn 
The acting Treasurer, Mr Hurford, an- & manner comparable with commercial 
nounced yesterday that the Government operations. 
had decided to remove most remaining re Bodies responsible for the management 
strictions on investment by foreign govern- wehbe oe 7 edeagnn hte me diate ml 
ment agencies and foreign benks in prevented making investments in or 
fixed interest securities in Austratia. Ger to avoid countries “parking” reserves 
They were among the few Government in the Australia dollar market, thus affect. 
controls on foreign investment and ex ing the value of the Austratian dollar for 
change transactions retained when the reasons not connected to the performance 
Australian dollar was floated and restric of the Australian economy 
tions on investment through exchange con- The Australian Government received 
trols were removed in December | representations from brokers who had 
A spokesmen for the Treasurer, Mr been approached by investment bodies 
Keating, said yesterday the removal of the heen to put some funds in Austraiian fixed. 
restrictions announced by Mr interest securities 
Hurloré “could result in significant Among those known to be keen to invest 
amounts” of entering Aust in Australian interest-bearing securities 
some brokers were @ little less are Japanese Government pension funds 
bullish than the Government, Mr James who heave not been able to match recent 
executive director for capital mar moves by Japanese private sector funds 
kets of Domingvez & Rarry said he expect toto the Australian market 
ed the oew arrangements “should help sale at cece ok eee te ee 
strengthen the Australien dollar” by en source of funds for the newly 
Couraging Capital inflow et e time when the opened market This included Middle Fast 
outlook for Australia’s trade account ts un funds and “future oration 
certain “, investing petrodoliars future 
One broker noted the timing of the use 
change, saying 4 should help increase Wi- The spokesman for the Treasurer said it 
quidity in the capital market when that was there would be an initial 
liquidity could be weak during the oacxt burst of investment following toe decision 
three months because of the tax rundown @s Institutions adjusted their portfolin to 
and weakening economic outlook take account of their access to the Austra 
Mr Hurford said the decision to remove Han market 
the restrictions on investments in Austre Interest was then expected to ease to « 
lian Government. semi government and steady fiow the overall amounts 
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OECD REPORT SHOWS DECLINE IN COMPETITIVENESS 
Sydney THE AUSTRALIAN in English 14 Jan &° p ] 
[Article by Janine Perrett] 
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9000 FARMERS PROTEST MILK PRICES IN MELBOURNE 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 15 Jan 85 p 12 


[Article by Diny Slamet and David Broadbent: 


to the City"] 


[Text] 


Some 5000 dairy farmers and 
their families — and six cows 
~— marched through the city in 
sweltering heat yesterday to 
protest against low milk prices. 


The farmers (“don't call us re- 
bels, we're just desperate”) came 
by the busload from south Gipps- 
land, central Victoria, the West- 
ern districts and the north-west of 
the State. They met in the Trea- 
sury Gardens before taking to the 
Streets. 

Many of the farmers had to 
Start milking at 3 am to be able to 
make the trip. 

Led by six jersey cows and a 
calf and marching behind a black 
and red “fighting cow” banner, 
the demonstrators, chanting “No 
money, no milk”, made their way 
down Collins and Swanston streets 
and gathered in the Bourke Street 
Mall, before heading towards 
Spring Street and Parliament 
House 

Ai Parliament House, a group of 
demonstrators broke away from 
the main body of marchers and 
surged up the steps. They obeyed 
police requests not to proceed fur- 
ther, but stood for about five 
minutes, reg oy boy calling for 
the Premier, Mr Cain, who did not 
appear 

The marchers returned to the 
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Treasury Gardens for a rally and 
were addressed by several speak- 
ers, including the Opposition 
Leader, Mr Kennett, the president 
of the United Dairyfarmers of 
Victoria, Mr Bill Pyle, and two or- 

nisers, Mr John Stewart of 

ongatha and Mr Bruce Beatson, 
of Welshpool. 

Mr Beatson told the crowd that 
the organisers were “bloody ex- 
hausted” and hoped the UDV 
would now support the breakaway 
farmers. 

“I call on every dairy farmer 
and the UDV to close ranks now. 
We desperately hope the UDV has 
seen the feclings of the farmers in 
the State and will run with the 
issue,” he said. 

If the farmers had been union- 
ists, they would have put before 
the Government an ambit claim 
for a 40 cents rise in the price of 
milk per litre, he said. “Because 
we're honest, we put forward the 
true figure as eight cents. We must 
get Cain to understand that that 
eight cents is the barest mioi- 
mum,” Mr Beatson said 

The dairy farmers’ warm wel- 
come for Mr Kennett was a 
marked contrast to that received 
by the UDV president, Mr Pyle. 
During his five minute speech, he 
was constantly heckled by 
demonstrators. 


He called for discipline among 
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"Farmers Bring Their Protest 


members of the UDV, urging 
them to have more trust in the 
UDV central council. 

“No organisation can survive if 
its members have no respect for 
the achievements of its staff and 
leadership. You can change it if 
you want, bul every time you do, 
you make another politician less 
concerned about the plight of 
your families,” Mr Pyle said. 

“If we don't stay together, we 
will be decimated,” he said. 

A senior policeman yesterday 
praised the farmers for conduct- 
ing a well-organised and well-be- 
haved demonstration. He said 
relations between police and dem- 


onstrators had been friendly. “All 
protest marches ought to be con- 
ducted like this one,” he said. 


The Premier, Mr Cain, when 
asked to comment on the demon- 
stration, said he was always ready 
to talk with the “properly estab 
lished dairy farmer organisation” 
(UDV) bul ruled out any sugees- 
tion of talks with dissident protest 
groups. 

“If the UDV or its committee or 
president want to see the Minister 
or me, that will always be ar- 
ranges, but we do not recopnise 
the role or capacity of dissident 
groups,” Mr Cain said 
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WHEAT BOARD OFFICIAL OPTIMISTIC ON WEAKER EXPORTS 
Windsor THE LAND in English 10 Jan 85 p 3 
[Article by Phillip Bate] 


[Text] Despite gaps in its shipping program, the Australian Wheat Board 
remains confident it will sell the full Australian export capacity of more 
than 15 million tonnes of wheat for 1985. 


Australian wheatgrowers already have delivered more than 16 million tonnes 
of wheat this season, 95pc of the 17.1 million tonnes of grain expected 
from around Australia. 


As well farmers are expected to hold 900,000 tonnes back on farm putting 
the total Australian crop at 18 million tonnes. 


This places the 1984 crop close to the 1979-80 harvest of 18.1 million 
tonnes, the second biggest on record. 


Australian Wheat Board general manager Mr Donald Sandow confirmed this week 
that the wheat selling program was not as "conspicuously robust" as the 
board would like. 


"There have been a number of significant changes in the world market during 
the past 12 months which have prevented orders coming in as early as in 
past years. 


"These include the big harvests in the EEC, US and China, as well as 
severe cut price selling by Argentina, Australia's main southern hemisphere 
competitor. 


"Argentina has been making sales at up to $40 a tonne below the price of 
equivalent Australian wheat (ASW)," he said. 


Mr Sandow said with the increased world grain supplies many buyers were 
making smaller spot purchases rather than signing long term agreements. 





Mr Sandow cited China as a typical example. 


"China has been rapidly increasing its production culminating in a 400 
million tonnes grain harvest last year. 


"Consequently, the Chinese are no longer signing long term contracts with 
any of the world's wheat exporters. 


"But although China has no early requirements for buying, I believe logis- 
tics will make China a customer later for Australian wheat,” he said. 
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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON 1984 CARRYOVER WHEAT EXPORT DIFFICULTIES 


Wheat Industry ‘Erupts' 


Windsor THE LAND in English 17 Jan 85 p 3 


[Article by Don Jones] 


| Text | 


Mounting concern over the cos: of the 1984 wheat carry- 
over erupted this week culminating in a call for the resigna- 
tion of the NSW Grain Handling Authority managing direc- 
tor, Mr Geoff Dobbin. 


Wheat imdustry leader@ 


also called on the NSW 
Government to accept fe- 
sponsibility for the tarlure 
of the GIA to reduce the 
carryover 

the inability of the 
GITLA to ship at least tw 
millon tonnes of the 3.2 
millon tonne carryover 
has been estumated to cost 
wheatgrowers as much as 
$100 million 

Market procs have 
fallen im the past) six 
months cottne SO a 
tonne off farmers returns 
As well, holdine costs on 
cluding interest have been 


put at $25 4 tonne lifting | 


the total to $45 4 tonne 
Chairman of the LGPA 
wheat commutteer, Mr Chiff 
Rees, sand the GHA could 
have shipped one millon 
tonnes out through Gee- 
long in Victoria last year 
and refused a swmlar offer 
t0 ship onc million tonnes 
through South Australia. 
Austrahan Wheat 
Board member, Mr Mil- 
ton Taylor believed up to 
two nulbon tonnes of 


NSW gram could have 


been — out through 
Victoria alone 

The call for Mr Dob 
bin’s re gnation this week 
came from deputy leader 
of‘ the NSW) National 
Party, Mr lan Armstron 

He said that the GHIA 
should fave got the wheat 
out through Newcastle 
and Sydney in tate au- 
tumn last year mstead of 
being involved im indus- 
trial action at the time 

Then there were two 
overseas orders that could 
have taken more wheat, he 
said. 

Mr Armstrong = sand: 
“The third shift was due 
to start in August but did 
n't get going until late 
Sepeember Ihey had to 
get 70 odd staff but ut 
should not have been hard 


to get these with so many 
unemployed.” 

“The imdustrial action 
at Newcastle and Sydney 
has been totally unaccept- 
able. 

“It may be an inherited 

tor the NSW 
Gram Ulevators Board, 
but the GHA under the 
ag managing director 
had more than ample 
time to rectify the prob- 
lems at Newcastle and 
Sydney. 

“The responsibility is 

ite clear. It hes — 

agriculture Minister, Mr 
Hallam who in turn decle- 
gates the responsibility to 
the GHA chairman. 

AWB member, Mr I ay- 
lor, Henty, said the State 
Labor ment had 
taken over the NSW 


sirain Handling Authority 
and they had to accept the 
responsibility for the 
Situation. 

“If it was right five 
years ago for the Giovern- 
ment to lay the blame at 
the feet of the former 
(iran Elevators Board 
then it is equally right to 
lay the blame at the fect of 
the existing GHIA and the 
State Government ” 

Ile maintained that de 
spite protests to the con- 
trary the GHA was under 
the direction of Agricul- 
ture Minister, Mr Hallam 

“The NSW State 
Crovertnment hee a defi 
mite responsibility to en- 
sure the problem of the 
Hunter Valley train 
drivers ts dealt with quick 
ly. 
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"Now that three shifts have been introduced at the terminals, it i 
more essential that the State Rail Authority maintains a flow of grain 
sufficient to warrant the working of three shifts." 


Mr Taylor congratulated the GHA on getting a second and then a third shift 
working at the expert terminals. But said this was to no avail without 
the SRA raiiing in sufficient grain. 


Mr Taylor doubted that the resignation of Mr Dobbin would solve the probl« 
[t was bigger than one man's performance. 


The LGPA wheat committee chairman, Mr Cliff Rees said, "If the terminal 
operators, the train drivers and others won't handle our grain then we 
have to look at taking it interstate." 


"It's about time the union blokes woke up that the world is passing them 
by. If the strikes continue, NSW will not be a decent place to live for 
anyone. 


“Overseas customers are calling for wheat from Australia but they don't 
want it out of NSW ports. 


"The wheat industry is being penalised to the point that it won't be a 
profitable industry." 


Mr Rees said LGPA would not be satisfied with a 1.2 million tonnes carry- 
over. If sales were available, the carryover should be back to bedrock 

of about 500,000 tonnes. I[f a harvest was visible in the fields in Septem- 
ber, the grain silos should be emptied before the new crop came in, he 
said. 


AWF Wants ‘All Facts' 


Windsor THE LAND in English 17 Jan 85 p 3 


[Text | 

The Australian Wheatgrowers Federation 
won't be snapping its ankles to accept any plans 
hy the NSW Grain tlandling Authority and the 
Australian Wheat Board to shift part of NSW's 
wheat mountain to interstate ports for export, 

t ederation president, Mr Trevor tlugge, said national 
wheat leaders would want to know exactly how much 
wheat could be shipped across the border and at what cost 
before they could consider the proposal. 

The AWF was represented by its executive director, 
Mr tan Wearing, at a meeting in Sydney yesterday called 
by the GHA to discus moving large amounts of NSW 
export wheat through Victorian, and possibly South Aus- 
tralian, seabord terminals. 

the GHA has proposed that the extra cost of shipping 
urain interstate should be shared cqually between itself 
and the Wheat Board. ° 
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_ Mr Wearing said this wock he hoped at least one mil- 
hon toanes and povsible as much as (wo million tonnes of 
NSW wheat could be shipped through interstate ports be- 


He said the cost of railing wheat from the Parkes eub- 

aly Be en inith Aaarcion part of Welleres would 

4 dollary more than tranvporting the same 
grain to Sydney. 


Blame Farmer Groups 
Windsor THE LAND in English 17 Jan 85 p 3 


[Text] The NSW Grain Handling Authority managing director, Mr Geoff Dobbin 
stressed that the Authority has directed most of its efforts at speeding up 
grain exports from NSW. 


But he indicated that the Authority's efforts, since it was created in 1981, 
had been delayed by the NSW Livestock and Grain Producers Association and 
the Australian Wheatgrowers Federation. 


He said the Carmichael Inquiry into grain handling in NSW had indicated 
that if export performance was to be improved, a new export terminal storage 
was urgently required. 


Without it, NSW export capacity was Limited to 6.5 million tonnes no matter 
how many hours were worked. 


Mr Dobbin said this meant that following the record 1983-84 deliveries of 
eight million tonnes, a carryover of at least two million tonnes was 
inevitable this year. 


The GHA management had recommended a third terminal be built in late 
1981 and this was accepted by the board early in January 1982. 


But the wheat industry through the LGPA and the AWF said this was not 
proven. 


The LGPA recommended that nothing be done for five years saying more 
consideration should be given to exporting through Victoria. 


Mr Dobbin said the GHA commissioned study through Coopers and Lybrand 
showed that exporting through Victoria was the most expensive alternative. 


Mr Dobbin said exports from NSW last year reached 4.1 million tonnes. This 
was an increase of the previous best of 3.5 million tonnes in 1979-80. 


He said the GHA had gained union agreement to work two shifts at Sydney 
and Newcastle terminal early last year and had been exporting at the rate 
of five million tonnes a year. 


Ll 





With the introduction of a third shift late last year, he believed the GIA 
should be able to sustain exports of 5.8 million tonnes during 1985. 


This should reduce the harvest to about 1.2 million tonnes by next 
November, he said. 
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POOR BALANCE OF TRADE SHOWS SIGNS OF PICKING UP 


Sydney THE AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Jan 85 p 2 


[Article by Robert Bowden] 


[Text } 


) AUSTRALIA'S poor trade 
performance, which has 
igalied the decline in the 
value of our dollar, showed 
Wclcome signs of a pick-up 
yesterday. 


alance of payments figures 
fér December issued by the 

reau of Statistics showed a 
significant reduction in the 
clirrent account deficit, as a 
ipsult of a much improved 
trading performance. 

jThe current account deficit, 
which is the outcome of trade 
oid invisible transactions, fell 
c $787 million in November 
tb $517 million in December. 

The continuing outflow of 

reign reserves resulting 

om Australia's depressed 
trade performance was one of 
the major factors behind the 
slide in the value of the Aust- 
ralian dollar in recent weeks 

The lower current account 
deficit was helped by a turn- 
about in the trade account 
from deficit to surplus. 

The balance of trade, the dif- 
ference between exports and 
moports, turned from a $31 
million deficit in November 
to a $138 million surplus in 
December 

Although exports and im- 
ports fell significantly in the 
month, exports suffered the 
least 
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liwre was also a sught cas- 
Hig in Ue aclicit on the invis- 
ibies account which accounts 
for transacuions in the areas 
of freight, uusuranece. tourism 
and. the largest of all. repay- 
ments of goverument debt 

Prive deficit on invisibies was 
down from $756 million in 
November to $655 million in 
December 

Exports in December were 
down 21 per cent to $1960 mil- 
hon, with rural shipments 
down 30 per cent and other 
non-rural exports 16 per cent 
lower 

Tine bigeest decline was in 
e\ports of cereals and sugar 
piuch were about 50 per cent 











below November levels. When 
seasonally adjusted, exports 
were down 13 per cent 

linports fell 28 per cent 
to $1788 million, with the 
largest fall of 65 per cent in 
petroleum 





JPRS -S#A-35 4j43 
L2 March 1935 


AUSTRALIA 


The concern that has promp- 
ted many to sell their holdings 
of Australian dollars is 
reflected in the size of the cur- 
rent account deficit, standing 
at $4820 million in the six 
months to December, up from 
$3428 million in the same pe- 
riod of last year. 

The Budget forecast a cur- 
rent account deficit of $8 bil- 
lion for 1984-85, although it is 
running closer to an annual 
rate of $10 billion in the first 
half of the year. 

The sharp fall in the value of 
the dollar from almost 92c a 
year ago to the t level of 
about 8ic should in time im- 
prove Australia’s export com- 
petitiveness by making ex- 
ports cheaper on international 
markets. 


But this will occur at the ex- 
pense of higher-priced im- 
ports, which will add to intla- 
tionary pressure. 


Despite the high real inter- 
est rates offe in Australia 
there was little sign of any 
speculative inflow of capital 
from abroad. 


Private capital inflow at $332 
million was only half the 
November level. 


There was also virtually no 
government borrowings, in 
contrast to the $345 million in- 
flow last month. 
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INDEX CONFIRMS RECOVERY, SHOWS SLOWER GROWTH 


Sydney THE AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Jan 85 p 1 





[Article by Robert Bowden] 


[Text] 


A NEW index of leading 
economic indicators has con- 
firmed that Australia’s 
economic recovery is set to 
continue this year, although 
the rale of growth will 
slacken. 

The survey, compiled by the 
Melbourne University Insti- 
tute of Applied Economic and 
Social Research (IAESR) and 
the Australian Chamber of 
Commerce (ACC), dispels the 
belief that the economy has 
Stalled and reports strong 
signs of growth since the 
middle of last year. 

After faltering slightly in 
September, the index picked 
up in October. 

The Acting Treasurer, Mr 
Hurford, said yesterday that 
the 1.5 per cent leading indica- 
tor rise was yet another in the 
serics of solid signs of the con- 
tinuing vitality of Australia's 
economic recovery. 

“It follows the encouraging 
private business investment 
intentions and employment 
growth statistics published 
last week.” 

Mr Hurford said the figures 
almost certainly maintained 
Australia in the forefront of 
world economic recovery. 

The index of leading eco- 
nomic indicators is the only 
survey in Australia which 
considers the broad range of 
factors affecting future 
business cycles. 


Unlike other economic sta- 
tistics, which review present 
or past performance, the new 
index is based on measure- 
ments of future activity. 

Because most indicators 
look at the present or the past 
they are almost always out of 
date with the latest trends. 

The new index provides a 
kind of economic crystal ball 
by considering changes In sev- 


cluding factory overtime, 
demand for new telephone 
services, value of non-residen- 
tial building approvals, 
changes in prices of manufac- 
turing inputs, share price 
movements, company profits 
and overdraft limits out- 
standing. 

This allows the survey to 


forecast reliably up to a year. 


ahead, with somewhat less ac- 
curacy between 18 months 
and two years 

The survey group have 
worked backwards to produce 
leading. current and lagging 
indicators of the economy 
from January 1982 

Most of the available infor- 
mation on the economy ts in 
the form of lagging indicators 
which provide results after 
the actual event. 

As a guide to the reliability 
of the latest index, the trough 
of the most recent business 
cycle in May 1983 was forecast 
nine months carlier in August 
1982, but was not identified by 
the usual lagging indicators 


14 


until 11 months later in April 
last year 

The two graphs accompany- 
ing Wlustrate the progress of 
the leading index and the 
coincident, or current index. 


rate. 
A distinct slowdown in the 
of the recovery between 
bruary and June last year 
was identified in the leading 
index, and this was supported 
by the actual results in the 
coincident index. 
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However, since June last 
year the leading index has ad- 
vanced from 1114 to 1128 in 
September and 1145 in 
October 


The coincident index has 
also shown an improvement. 
rising from 104.7 in August to 
105.6 in September and to 
106.4 in October. 

Dr Ern Boehm of the IAESR 
and Mr Brent Davis of the 
ACC said yesterday that the 
index showed the recovery 
had proceeded more strongly 
than average since September 
1983, and for this reason 
Australia’s growth rate pro- 
spects for 1985 remained 
sound. 

Dr Boehm and Mr Davis 
warned that the rate of 
growth for the rest of 1985 
would probably be at a more 
moderate rate than experi- 
enced in the past 
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The evidence from the sur- 
vey tends to confirm the opti- 


mistic predictions for the 
economy issued by the Prime 
Minister, Mr Hawke, and the 
Treasurer, Mr Keating 

The index also provides a 
useful guide as to how the 
previous mayor economic re- 
coveries in Australia have 
progressed 

The methods used in the 
ACC-IAESR index are based 
on those developed by the 
Centre for International Busi- 
ness Cycle Research at 
Columbia University in New 
York. 

The survey also confirms Mr 
Keating's claim that Australia 
is one of the fastest-growing 
industrial countries 

The Columbia Centre says 
Australia’s leading index has 
been growing about the same 
rate as Japan's, where the 
index increased at an annuai 
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rate of 8 per cent in August 

In the United States, where 
the expansion has been slow- 
ing, and in Europe, the icad- 
ing indices have been rising 
between 3 and 5 per cent 

The exception has been the 
United Kingdom, where the 
recovery appcars to have stal- 
led, as reflected in a 1 per cent 
fall in the index in August. 

The centre also says a major 
factor in the health of the 
Australian economy ts the 
overseas economic perform- 
ance 

A study has shown that the 
business cycles, particularly in 
the US and Japan, have gcn- 
erally tended to lead Australia 
in both the peaks and the 
troughs 

The report says the icading 
role is clearest in the case of 
the US, and it appears that 
role increased between 1960 
and 1983 








DAILY ANALYZES ROLE OF NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT PARTY 


Sydney THE AUSTRALIAN in English 14 Jan 85 p 2 


[Article by David O'Reilly: 


[Text ] 


THE newly emerged 
Nuclear Disarmament Party 
is 10 Convene a July national 
conference in Melouiirne to 
help work out what its pre- 
cise role is to be in the 
nation's parlamentary 
process. 

NDP strategists have de- 
cided that Ms Jo Valientine, 
the party's first parliamentar- 
lan, will be abstaining from 
Senate votes which do not di- 
rectly involve debates related 
to the nuclear issuc 

But the Melbourne confer- 
ence will aim to draft a range 
of policy documents on mat- 
ters which party leaders re- 
gard as linked with the arms- 
race issue. 

It has already been decided 
that the party needs major 
policy documents on issues 
such aS unemployment, for- 
eign allairs and defence, but 
the conference is faced with 
the enormous task of defining 
what other national issues 
are affected by the nuclear 
question 

The conference will also aim 
to set @ timetable for the cen- 
tral campaign of Ms Vallen- 
tine’s first term in the Senate 

mobilising public support 
behind cells for the Prime 


Minister, Mr Hawke. to cance! ° 


the lease for Pine Gap when it 
comes up for renewal with the 
United States administration 
in 1986 
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The need for the July think- 
tank illustrates the problems 
faced by a one-issue party that 
“wins Tepresentation under a 
parliamentary system des 
ined to handle diverse social 
issues 


The NDP won over 590,000 
primary votes in the Deeem- 
ber 1 Senate poll, but Ms Val- 
jentine’s victory in Western 
Australia syrprised observers, 
who felt more prominent 
sarty activists such as Mr 

ter Garrett in NSW and Ms 
Jean Melzer in Victoria had 
more chance of success. 


In an effort to destabilise the 
ground-swell of support for 
the NDP in the closing stages 
of the clection campaign, Mr 
Hawke and senior ministers 
ageressively questir why 
senate seats carryl salaries 
of $80,000 should go to indivi- 
duals with admitted interest 
in only one issuc. 


Uniess NDP strategists 
handle carefully the first 
months of the new parliamen- 
tary year, the party's preten- 
sion to parliamentary repre- 


sentation could become 
discredited 

If Ms Valientine is perocived 
as becoming boring or repeli- 
tive or tails to participate 
wideiy in debate, her critics in 
the Government and among 
the Australian Democrats, 
who suffered badly because of 
the high NDP primary vote. 
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could depact ber preset a a 
waned Sonate seat 


if the July cosilerence comes 
up with aw sullxientty bread 
ralionale for Ms Valicntine to 
be involved in debate on many 
bouts, that criiicam will be 
Wunted 

In Canberra yesterday the 
NDP comvener, Dr Michael 
Denborough, denicd that con- 
crntration ov; the one iweur 
tacant Ms Vz Gentine would be 
ignoring the bulk of the work 
before the Senate 


“There are a whole range of 


issues that are related to the 
disarmament question,” Dr 
‘-Denborough said. 

“Por cxampic, the US econ- 
omy is going to come into real 
difficulties next year because 
of the massive expenditure 
being oultlayed on defence. 


“LDecauee our cconomy is 80 
closely linked to that of the 
US, that expenditure is lead- 
ing directly to youth unem- 
ployment here 

“Well be Grafting a policy on 
uncmployment and, obviously, 
policies on Gefence and for- 
eign allairs, too.” 


The NDP faces a nureber of 
other major problems before 
Ms Valientine takes ber aen- 
ate stat in July. Apart from 
organisational problems to be 
overcome, the NDP cannot al- 
ford to be painied as merely 6 
ralljing point for kft-wingrrs 
dvenchanted with the Labor 


Government. It cannot afford 
to be dragerd too far to the 
belt on issucs that some lelt- 
wingers May argue ere related 
to the nuclear question, lest # 
disenchant its supporters in 
middie Australia 

Australia’s leading electoral 
analyst, Mr Malcolm Macker- 
ras. believes that the NDP 
could win another senate scat 
at the 1987 election 


Mr Mackerras said yesterday 
it was only pure luck that 
saved the Democrat Senator 
Colin Mason in NSW at the 
cxpense of the NDP's rock- 
finging celebrity, Mr Peter 
Garrett 

Under the comp! cated sen- 
ate voting system, Mr Macker- 
ras said, if the primary vote of 
the 1984 poll were transposed 
to six senate seats in cach 
State, as will apply in 1987, Mr 
Garrett would win. 
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ARTICLE VIEWS WIDER IMPLICATIONS OF NOUMEA S!TUATION 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 16 Jan 85 p 9 
[Article by Claire Young: "Road Blocks Affect Nuclear Diplomacy") 


[Text] 





= the shooting of the biack militant leader, Mr Eloi 
Machoro, last weekend, New Caledonia has leapt closer to 


the violence and the kind of political 
has always feared in the Pacific, de 
independence offered by the Frenc 


The French settlers, 
known as les caldoches, 
might be happy with in- 
‘dependence under a 
treaty of association 
with France, but the 
Kanak Socialist Nation- 
a) Liberation Front, in 
which the Mr Machoro 
had @ prominent role, 
wants full independence 
and large scale land re- 
distribution. 


The police shot Mr 
Machoro ~ the most ac- 
tive agitater for inde- 
pendence for the indi- 
ecnous Kenaks - and an 
aide on Saturday at a 
co ‘try house where the 
two soen were sheltering 
with 35 armed suppor. 
ters, 

In the Kanaks’ eyes, 
the proposed referen 
dum in July, which only 
allows a choice between 
the status quo and inde. 
pendence in association 
with France, is wun- 
acceptable. They also 
want voting rights re- 
stricted to those with at 
least one parent born in 
New Caledonia. 


Requirement 


. The three-year residen 


cy requirement prop 
osed by the French 
would allow the large 
Population of French 
administrators and min 
ing officials to vote, as 
well as French. Indone- 
sian and Vietnamese 
settlers 


The iseue is vital to the 
Kanaks, who make up 
42 per cent of the popu- 
lation, and is @ barrain 
ing point for them in 
their negotiations with 
the French. 


The French Govern. 
ment wants @ freleren 
Gum to free it from the 
political and admin 
istrative headeches of 
being an unweleorne 60) 
Onial power and nev ds 
Kanak participation to 


Give it international! ci 
Gene. 
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larisation that Australia 
_— the compromise form of 


The referendum ques 
tion has been designed 
to protect French set 
ters and French politi 
cal interests in the Pact 
fie while appeasing the 
Kanaks. It also appears 
to be an attempt by 
France to keep the 
itiative. 


Not giving the cal- 
doches @ chance W vote 
for independence in 
association with France 
instead of full independ. 
ence could heve pro- 
voked them Into taking 
over the Islands pre- 
maturely. 


Tt is for this reason that 
the Kanaks are likely to 
vote no If they take part 
in the referendum - they 
prefer to negotiate for 
fu’) independence 
drectly with Franer, 
tether than bet the eet 
thers gain control of « 
aenu aulonomeous Btate. 





The Kanaks oe thx 
French Governmecnt as 
being wilkng to make 
com cssons in return for 
sefeguards of the act- 
thers rights. The settlers 
are ais0 ankious ebout 
thew nehts, but would 


tether barter with vio- 
lence and repression 
than political conces- 
bons 


Australian officials are 

keeping in touch with 
both sides, but would 
probably rather deal 
with the French and 
Kanaks than a right- 
wing caldoche guvern- 
ment. 


This is partly because 
Austrahe and the South 
Pacific Forum favour 
full independence in 
principle, but it also re- 
fieets Austrahan fears of 
the influence of a right- 
wing. pro France State 
in the Pacific 


Already the leader of 
the New Caledonian 
Territorial Assembly 
has had talks with other 
French Polynesian terri- 
tevy leaders and has 
proposed a political, 
economic and social org- 
anisation to “represent 
the views of the free 
world” - and, no doubt, 
the case for continued 
French nuclear testing 
in the region. 


Tt is not clear whether 
independence in 
association with France 
will make New Caledo- 
nia eligible to join the 
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South Pacific Forum, 
bul, in Mt oF nol, 6 new 
mo Caulliet State and 
its territorial iends 
could detract from the 
Bouth Pacific call for a 
nuckat Lee zone. 


Peaceful transfer of 
power with adequate 
provisions for Kanak 
tights is alo important 
for the general stability 
of the region. 


Unfortunately, it is still 
possible that the French 
scttiers will try to seize 
power out of frustration 
over the “concessions” 
made by the French spe- 
chal envoy before inde- 
pendence, or because of 
possible political difier- 
ences with the socialist 
government in France 
after independence, 

The French Govern- 
tnoent has the manpower 
to deal with violence 
from either side, but 
might be reluctant vo 
use it whale negotiations 
are under way It could 
therefore, be taken by 
surprise. 


On the basis of the neo 
Gaullist control of the 
asseTnbly, the conserva 
tives have already 
threatened to take inter 
nal security into their 
own hands if the French 
do not restore law and 
order by breaking up the 
, Kanak road blocks 

If the caldoches do 
take over, nearby 
Vanuatu is likely to get 
invo'ved in any long 
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runing Kenek resist. 
ance Campaign, and ther 
ili feclay, between New 
Caleducaa and Vatuatu 
will have costly implica. 
tions for Australia. 


In a region that de 
permis heavily on and 
“porme sort of consensus 
on where that aid will 
,come from is necessary 
to avoid importing for- 
eign disputes inte the 
regoon in peneral, the 
South Pacific receives 
aid from Western coun- 
‘tries, and hes not taken 
up Soviet offers \o pro 
vide port facilities and 
fishing fects. 


In the event of a dis 
pute between Vanuatu 
and New Caledonia, 
Australia and New Zra- 
land will have to put up 
some of the money for 
increased surveillance 
and sea patrols to keep 
Vanuatu from seeking 
aid farther afield. 


Chance 


With their present very 
exclusive nationalist 


However, the 
of an independent 
Kanak State won by vio- 


perhaps ont: Westeia 
govermnc#n, 


The pecsert slight links 

with Libya are dis- 
turhing in this regard 
since the Kenaks will 
probably continue to re- 
ceive o0 and tovinog 
from Libya et least os 
long as the French re 
main .. Chad. 


A Libyan-influenced 
"Bate can eventually up- 
set the progress of the 
nuclear-free sone propo- 
Bal in the Pacific by im- 
Sisting that it include a 
ban on the transit of 
nuclear armed of po- 
wered vessels, which 
America can never 
accept. 

These sort of probierns 
are a jong way down the 
road, but in the mean- 
time it ts ironic that Aus 
tralia is now depending 
on Frame, which it has 
criticised 80 often for its 
nuclear test blasts in the 
Pacific, to saferward its 
Interests there, 


The French Govern- 
ment is aware of the 
advantages of @ loca) 
State to argue its Case in 
the Pacific and has to 
offer association with 
France to quicten right- 
wing critics et home and 
in New Caledonia. 


Nevertheless, France is 
seeking to avoid a right 
wing backlash in New 
Caledonia while still 
negotiating independ. 
ence, just as Australia 
would ask 
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REPORT ON KPNILF LOSS OF SO} 

ingkok MATICHON in Thai 16 Dec 84 pp |, 1! 
iJext] Naval Captain Jaturong Phar » deputy cl f of staff of thr 
Chanthaburi-lrat Border Defense Cor . that o1 , December, at 1300 
hours, 400 Vietnamese troops, who were eneared in an operation to wipe out Mr 
sonn San's Kampuchean People's National Libcrat io ront guerrillas at Kokh 

in villaec, violated Thailand's sover ity | intruding four kilometers 
into thai territory at laan Si Jone (hour Palm Tres \ we in for Rai Di: 
trict, Trat Province. ‘the Chanthaburi-trat rder Detenuse Cowmand ordered 
ih arines covering the area to immediately retaliate and push back the said 
Vietnamese troops by using artiller : r support for the operation, which 
went on continuously both day and nieht, until the marines were able to com 
pletely repulse the Vietnamese forces f1 a rea at 1500 hours on the 14th 
if this month, The total timc used in the retaliation and repulsion was 14 
hours. 
Captain Jaturong said this was the rst Vietnamese had intruded dccp 


st into Thai territory--four kilometers. 


ihe deputy chief of staff of the Chanthabur rat rder Defense Command added 
that the Vietnamese launched an attack to wi out Sonn San's KPNLE guerrilla: 
t Sokh San village, opposite Na Choomw Vhon village in Bor Rai District, Trat 
Province, at 0500 hours on 1] December, using a division of ground troops 
upported by heavy machine puns and artillery, and the attack continued until 
1/00 hours of the same day, when thr my fore thandoned their stronghold 
ind retreated into Thai territory at the Na Choom Vhon village border area in 
r Rai District, together with about 10,000 Cambodians including children, tt 
iderly, and Buddhist monks. Jhese people | the Vietnamese wiping- out 
ttack to the areas of Phoon Haeng Nol! : lomeieors inside Vhailand. 
\s for the Sonn San forces who int rud init rif ~ the Thai marines belons 
ing to the Chanthaburi-lrat Border Defcnec | mc opushed them back into 
immbodia the same day. And on 15 December, they » | push the fleeing Cam 
imbodian people out of the Thai territory . 
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CAMBODIA 
WORKERS MOVING TO BORDER 
Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 11 Jan 85 p 5 
[Text] are 
WASHINGTON -— Kampuchea’s Vietnamese-backed govern- 
ment is clearing foliage and digging ditches in areas bordering 
Thailand in moves apparently connected with its drive against 
Khmer resistance guerrillas, western diplomatic sources said 
| Thursday. 
They said thousands of work- 
ers were being moved to the 
border areas but the purpose of 
their activity was unclear. 
The sources said the work 
added a fresh element to the dif- 
ferent — the largely Viet- 
namese forces have taken in their 
current dry season offensive 
against guerrilla bases along the 
border. 
The most likely explanation 
was the construction of a blocking 
network ou the bases to 
prevent guer infiltration into ‘ 
the interior during the summer ™ a 
wet season. AT BORDER 
But the sources said the work But with the oe of the 
also encouraged speculation that rains, they have pulled back most 
all-weather roads into the border of their troops, allowing Khmer 
area were planned to give the Rouge and the non-communist 
Vietnamese mobility there during rrillas of the Khmer National 
the wet season, when in the past Feopk's Liberation Front 
they have largely pulled back. (KPNLF) easier infiltration into 
Such roads would alter con- the interior. 








siderably the military — in 
the area, the sources said. 


Since guerrilla resistance start- 
ed after the Vietnamese toppled 
the communist Khmer Rouge re- 
gime six years ago, Hanoi has 
struck at the border bases every 
dry season, 
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The current dry season offen. 
sive, however, came earlier than 
usual and the Vietnamese-lec 
forces hit harder than ever before, 
overrunning and destroying all the 
main KPNLF bases, including its 
headquarters at Ampil, which fell 
this week. 








CSO; 


The sources, who asked not to 
be identified, said all the signs 
pointed to a longer Vietnamese 
stay on the border this year, al- 
though it was too early to say 
whether they would remain there 
in substantial numbers into the 
wet season. 

All-westher roads would allow 
them — jae and severely dis- 
rupt rati 
added. — 

The sources said the Phnom 


‘Penh administration started mov- 


ing the workers west in early No- 
vember, around the time the dry 
season offensive was launched. 


Quoting Kampucheans who 
travelled to the i border from 


4200/498 
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a majority of the country’s 19 
provinces, the sources said the 
workers were being rectuited 
under some kind of quota system. 


“A very large levy is being im- 


posed throughout most of the 


country, as far as we can tell,” 
one source said. 

The sources said it was not pos- 
sible to state accurately how 
many workers had been sent to 
take part in the clearing and dig- 
ging they said was going on along 
a lengthy section of the flat coun- 
tryside that marks the approach 
to the central section of the Thai- 
Kampuchean border. 

“There are thousands at work 
and maybe substantially more,” 
one source said. -. Reuter 
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1.AOS 
ARV ICT). PLAYS U.S. ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FOREIGN POLICY 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 27 Dec 84 p 3 
| Art e by Udom: “Human Rights"] 
llext | On the International Human Rights Day announced by the United Nations 


it the beginning of this month, the mass communications of the imperialists 
and the various capitalist countries, especially the Voice of America, spread 
the vicious slander about the socialist countries and the countries which are 
not following the capitalist path that they are violating human rights in 

many different ways. The countries which were the targets of these verbal 
attacks by the imperialists were the Soviet Union, the countries of Indo- 
China, and other socialist countries. But who is actually violating and des- 
troying the basic rights of the human masses throughout the world now? Who is 
behind racism and genocide? When one looks at the real situation, it is in 
contrast tothe allegations at the beginning; the progressive, peace-loving 
forces in the world see clearly that now basic human rights are being more 
seriously violated than ever before because of the arms race of the impcrial- 
sts. And it is the chief imperialists who are driving [the race] on and 
pushing human rights toward the chasm of nuclear disaster. This was demon- 
strated very clearly when nuclear missles of the United States of America were 
stationed in the western Furopean countries which were members of NATO, 
Moreover the American imperialists have rushed to increase their military 
budget as never before so that in the budget for 1984 the military budget 

of the Pentagon increased by almost 300 billion dollars. This [increase] 

for increased production of nuclear weapons and various other weapons 

of mass destruction such as chemical and biological weapons so that now the 
U.S. has the largest stockpile of chemical weapons in the world. In addition 
they have a secret and very dangerous plan to end human freedom and national 
independence and make terrorism their official policy in order to suppress the 
right of national sovereignty and the peace-loving countries. The American 
imperialists savagely overran and destroyed the country of Grenada, waged an 
undeclarcd war against Afghanistan, and consider Cuba, Angola, Mozambique and 


wadiS 


thers to be targets for destruction, They create confusion to disrupt 
lowestic solidarity and obstruct the strong forces for progress in the de 
veloping countries, and they also wage an undeclared war apainst Nicaragua, 
ln the Middle Fast the American imperialists have cooperated with the Israeli 
/ionists to oppress the Palestinian people and the Arab nations; they do not 
recognize the right to national sovereignty of the Palestinian people. In 
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Asia during World War TT the U.S. imperialists used nuclear weapous to oppres 
the Japanese people at Ihiroshima and Nagasaki, and the poison from these wea 
pons still continues to threatenthe lives of the Japanese people every day. 
During its invasion of Indo-China America used all kinds of deadly weapons in 
luding por rsonous vas to destroy the lives and property ol! t tae people of tl 
three nations of Indo-China. And even now these weapons are still a danger 
and create difficulties for the people of Indo-China in developing their 
countrics. The American imperialists sti]] continue to increase thei 
cooperation with the Bei jing reactionarics in upsetting and obstruct inp 
the socialist transformation and construction inthe three countries of tndo- 
China and in creating conditions which threaten peace and stability in South- 
cast Asia. More scrious thanthat the imperialists, of which the American 
imperialists are the ringleaders, are rushing to prepare for nuclear war and 


irc making plans to use weapons in space. 


Ihese crimes and actions of the American imperialists and their lackeys arc 
sufficient to prove beyond doubt that Washington itself is upsetting world 
peace and violating national rights. It this were not cnough, in American 
ghettos millions of people do not have a place to live or a job, and girts and 
bovs from 13 to 1/7 years old must become prostitutes and criminals. In 
[their] society there is no equality between white Americans: and black 
Americans, and red Indians have becn oppressed so that their nationality i: 
almost wiped out. What docs this wean, and what docs it mean when it) i: 


said that the American imperialists respect human rights? 


Ihe nations of the world and especially the people of the United States of 
America know the truth about the actions, crimes, andthe character of the 
White House and what it is and docs, Vor this reason Washington brazenly 
sSlanders and smears the excellent character and the strict observance of human 
rights of the socialist countries, especially the Sovict Union, The Sovict 
Union and the socialist countries have always observed the internat iona! 
treaties and agreements concerning human rights correctty and justly, not 
only according to the laws but also in reality and universally. dn the 
Sovict Union and the other socialist countries everyone cnjoys their right: 
fully as they protect and build the nation; no one is out of work, there is 
no racial segregation and democratic rights and workers’ rights are main 
tained. All citizens are secure. 


8149 
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LAOS 


CONDITIONS FOR PARTY MEMBERSIILP LISTED 

Vientiane PASASON in Lao 28, 29 Nov 84 p 3 
mrsSA_L ’ j . 

[28 Nov 384 p 3] 


[Excerpt | 4, Persons desiring to join the party membership must agree with 
mud follow the political ideology of the party. They must participate in 
earning their Living accordine to the basic directives established by the 


party, pay dues and respect party reeulations. 


Our party is a very solid oreanization that is unified in theory and in 
practice, and has strict discipline. The party accepts into party membership 
only persons who conscientiously tollow the requirements stated above, These 
requirements will be expressed in their Level of political awareness, con 
ccientiousness in organizations and strict discipline. These requirements 
will make persons understand clearly that party members are persons with 
wareness and dedication to serving the party's revolutionary task and are 
willine to be under the scrutiny and inspect ton of party organizations. 

fhose who become aware slowly do not meet all the requirements, so they are 
to be rejected from becoming party members. 


»» Party members must fol low party regulations strict ly. 


, ' . : 
Party regulations are the means tomake the party's organization and activitics 
uniform and strong, ltaplementing party regulations strictly shows cach party 


; ’ _ : f ! ' ; 
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therefore, those whowill be approved as members of the LPRP must have all tive 
ff the requirements stated above, These are requirements for approving and 
mecepling the general populat ion to join the party in order to have qiiarl ified 
poole wd oliminate the ace oplance of unde rable clements who are unaware 


! 


md nol qualified to become members of the V. 


y. Must be models in every activity. Must be models in implementing all the 
policies of the party and the state, consider the collective interest more 
important than personal interests. Oppose all events contlicting with the 
wolicies of the party and state, 
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Be examples in volunteer labor, production, combat and education. Must have 
i spirit to defend and protect collective propertics, collective rights and 
collective interests, fight all retrogressive events, conservatism, greed, 
corruption and Luxury. tn combat, must not be afraid to sacrifice and over 
come all difficulties. Perform combat tasks stricily. 


Be examples in earning a living. Struggle to become good memucrs of the 
party. Must maintain a clean way of carning a living, not make mistakes, must 
not be opportunistic or greedy out of selt interest, ctc... 


3, Concentrate on continuously studying, educating and training themselves 
to Litt their level of theoretical knowledge, qualifications and abilities. 
Education is an indispensable necessity for every communist party member, A 
good education gives persons the ability to work at tasks for developing 
socialism and protecting and defending the country. Education does not mean 
only to study the theory of Marxism-Leninism, but culture, science, technology 
and special skills (to be continued), 
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COLUMN ON LPRP GRASSROOTS ORGANLZATION 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 27 Dec 84 p 3 


[Article in the column "30 Years---The Lao People's Revolutionary Party Has 
Organized and Led Every Victory of the Lao Revolution": "The [mportant Posi- 
tion and Role of Grassroots Party Organization" | 


[Excerpt] The grassroots party committces and party units at the level of 
canton, machine shop, work shop, agricultural settlement, school, office, mil- 
itary unit, etc. interlace the grassroots party organizations. These organi - 
zations are the support for the party. ‘They have a most important position 
and role in the party's Leadership of the revolution, 


Concerning the important position and role of the grassroots party organi za- 
tions, there are three problems as follows: 


Ll. he party's grassroots organizations have become centers for education and 
training and for carrying out all aspects of party and state policy; if the 
party organizations at this Level perform well then the policies and plans of 
the party and state will achieve real results, but if they do not perform well 
then theic results will be Limited, and this will mean that the revolution will 
meet further difficulties, 


2. the grassroots party committees and units are centers tor administering, 
promoting and allocating work for party members, They are also centers for 
gaining new mombership tor the party to carry onthe principles and the life of 
the party. Aad they are centers for recognizing the errors of some members 
and struggling against and expelling bad members from the party. This must be 
done so that the party remains strong and so that the work which is assigned 
is carried out effectively and fully, which will raise the quality of party 
mombership. On the other hand, when the party membership is of good quality, 
it will be able to make the party units and party committees even stronger. 


3. The grassroots party committees and party units are a bridge for forming a 
relationship with the masses and for organizing and Leading the masses in 
carrying out every policy and plan of the party and state, as they are close 
to and can Listento the views and opinions of the masses as well as their 
aspirations and can point them out to the party. 
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Since the grassroots party committees and units have this important position 
and role, we must increasingly build and improve these grassroots parly organi 
zations as we stated in a resolution of the Third Party Congress. Building 
and improving the party grassroots is the duty of the political grassroots 
which is the responsibility of the first level of the party organization. 
"Every provincial party committce, district party committee and the party 
committee for various offices, departments and burcaus must take care tn an 
organized tashion to build their own party grassroots so that they can strive 
throughout 1985 to erase grassroots [and replace it] with bases." 
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TASKS, RESULTS IN [INTRODUCING SOCTALIST POLLCIES DESCRIBED 
Moscow AGITATOR in Russian No 22, Nov 84 pp 39-41 
[Article by Yu. Mikheyev: "laos Is Building a New Life™] 


[Excerpts] For the Laotian people cach year is marked by new successes in 
building the foundations of a socialist society. 


The goals of the first 5-year plan for the country's social and economic devel - 
opment (1981-1985) are being successfully met. Much has been done in industry 
toward creating a material and technical base for socialism. The state sector 
is steadily becoming stronger. State enterprises have recently begun operat ing 
in a new manner: economic accountability [khozraschet] is being introduced 

and bookkeeping is being improved. Measures have been developed for increasing 
the flow of financial resources into the state budget, raising the incomes of 
the people, achieving a more just distribution of goods, and utilizing subsid- 
iary plots more fully. 


The country is increasing its output of agricultural products. Despite unfavor- 
able weather conditions, 1.1 million tons of rice were harvested in 1983. This 
year, preliminary information indicates that the rice harvest will surpass the 
1983 level. There has also been an increase in the number of cattle, hogs, 
sheep, goats, and fowl, and the harvests ot corn, beans, vegetables, fruit, 
cotton, tobacco, coffee, tea, and other crops have risen. To a considerable 
extent the successes in agriculture have been achieved thanks to an expansion 

in the number of cooperatives, which already number more than 2,100 throughout 
the republic. They unite more than 90,000 tamilies and work more than 20 per- 
cent of all the land planted to rice. 


The Lao People's Democratic Republic (LPDR) has achieved certain success in 

the field of social policy. According to information supplied by our Laotian 
friends, illiteracy in the republic has now been 98 percent eliminated. The 
LPDR has assigned public educational institutions the task of organizing a sys-~- 
tem of compulsory clementary education throughout the country. 


The process of developing the economy is complicated. The state socialist sec 

tor in Laos is practically only just being born. The collective farm has not 

yet been fully able to display its advantages. Small-scale private trade pre- 
vails up to the present time. Owing to the underdevelopment of the transportation 
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network, supplying individual and mountainous areas is complicated. The party 
as well as the people's democratic administrative institutions are making every 
etfort to overcome these difficulties. 


fhe Lao People's Revolutionary Party (LPRP) and the government of the republic 
are devoting great attention to the problem of improving the material and cul- 
tura’ conditions of the Laotian people. As in other socialist countries, the 
chief goal of economic development is to satisfy the material and spiritual 
needs of the people. The most important element in the party's and the govern- 
ment's action program in this area is to provide the population a sufficient 
quantity of rice and other food crops (the equivalent of 350 kilograms of 
unshelled rice annually per person), as well as a sufficient quantity of essen- 
tial consumer goods, medicines, and learning and writing materials, and to 
guarantee full employment, the delivery of goods to the country's most remote 
areas, and an improvement in the consumer service network. Measures are being 
taken to improve the wage system with the aim of raising workers’ living stan- 
dards, as well as to introduce a wage system based on end results. 


In addition to guaranteeing the people the right to work, the performance of 
the duty of each citizen to work productively is being given special attention. 
The struggle is continuing against economic dependency, parasitism, and extrav- 
agance, and for the observance of strict austerity. 


The people's government is using various methods to enhance the material well- 
being of the workers. A price policy aimed at developing production and con- 
sumption and at achieving a partial equalization in the incomes of various pop 
ulation groups is gradually being put into practice. A system of differential 
pricing is being used in order to aid in developing production and to improve 
the Lives of the workers: there are prices based on a ration-card system, 
prices that approximate the market price, and prices based on contractual agree- 
ments. The government is carrying out a reform (uporyadocheniye) of procurement 
prices for agricultural products and of retail prices for a number of manufac 
tured goods. The socialist principle of wage payment is being introduced. 


Economic ties between the cities and the countryside are expanding. About 300 
state and more than 600 cooperative stores are already in operation throughout 
the republic. A fair distribution of goods is being ensured by means of state 
trading. In view of the fact that the level of social production is still low, 
the state is first improving the living conditions of workers employed in the 
most important branches of the economy. Moreover, special attention is being 
given to organizing services for workers, office employees, key personnel and 
soldiers of the people's army. 


As for the middlemen and second-hand dealers, who before the revolution caused 
so much suffering for the Laotian peasant in particular, they are being com- 
batted by means of the organization of state purchases of agricultural products 
from cooperatives and individual peasants and by the selling of manufactured 
goods to them at stable prices. 


An 8-hour working day and 6-day work week are in force in ministries and depart- 
ments, and at enterprises. 
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The development of individual! subsidiary plots is being stimulated throughout 
the republic, including .o the cities. Ministries, departments, and enterprises 
also have subsidiary plots which permits them to improve the supplying of their 
employees through the sale of products at low prices. Public dining rooms, 
where part of the cost of 1 @eal is paid by the enterprises, have become a great 
help to workers. 


A new phenomenon for Laos is the ever-expanding network of day nurseries and 
kindergartens. 


The building of the foundations of socialism in the country is directed by the 
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party. The Sixth Plenary Session of the LPRP Cen- 
tral Committee took place in August 1984. The participants discussed the course 
of the fulfillment of the first 5-year plan and issues concerning the country's 
economic development, out lined measures to improve the management of the 
national economy, and also considered certain aspects of the preparation for 

the second S-year plan for the period 1986-1990. 


The plenary session appealed to communists and to the entire Laotian people 

to strengthen their unity and to heighten their vigilance in the face of the 
hostile designs of imperialism and hegemonism, and to devote all their strength 
toward the successful fulfillment of the first S-year plan. 


The republic's government is greatly concerned about strengthening the special! 
relationships with Vietnam and Kampuchea. Leaders of the three fraternal coun- 
tries of Indochina meet regularly to elaborate plans for cooperation in various 
fields. Meetings among the ministers of foreign affairs have be ome a tradi 
tion. The regular ninth conference of leaders of the foreign policy departments 
of the three countries took place in early July 1984, in Vientiane, the capital 
of the LPDR. Its participants condemned the escalation of hostile actions of 
China and Thailand against the countries of [ndochina. They fully supported 
the just position and the retaliatory measures taken by the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam in repulsing China's provocative actions on the Vietnamese -Chincse 
border and confirmed the desire of Laos, Vietnam, and Kampuchea to restore the 
traditional friendly relationships with the Chinese people and to normalize 
intergovernmental relations with the PRC. They also urgently called for the 
reaching of an understanding regarding the maintenance of security along the 
Kampuchean-Thai border. 


The ministers condemned the infringement of the LPDR's sovereignty and terri - 
torial integrity by reactionary forces in Thailand and demanded the withdrawal 
of Thai troops from three illegally occupied Laotian settlements. The confer- 
ence documents contain an appeal to the nations belonging to ASEAN to forthwith 
initiate a dialogue with the countries of [Indochina to discuss the urgent prob- 
lems in the relations among this group of states. 


Under the leadership of the LPRP the Laotian people is confidently striding to 
new frontiers on the road toward building the foundations of a socialist society. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo “Pravda.” 
"Agitator,” 1984. 
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RELIGION, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL CONDLTLONS DESCRIBED 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 13 Jan 85 pp 17, 24 


(text) 


ALMOST a decade has passed 
since Laos adopted a socialist 
economic system and a new 
political order following the 
victory of the Pathet Lao in 
December 1975 

But despite the revolution's suc- 
cess and the changes in the coun- 
try's administrative system made 
them,Laos today stil! faces difficul- 
ties in achieving its development 
objectives. The immediate and 
most important task for the Lao 
people now is to protect their new 
system from being destroyed by 
external influence. 

Laos will mark the 10th anni- 
versary of the establishment of the 
Lao People's Democratic Republic 
and the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the Lao People's Revo- 
lutionary Party (LPRP) on Decem- 
ber 2 this year, and preparations 
are already under way to celebrate 
the occasion 

Since the communist victory in 
1975, Laos has repeatedly alleged 
that attempts were being made to 
destabilise its new regime Be- 
cause of this, officials say, the Lao 
people were asked to cooperate in 
protecting their country while a 
perceived threat existed 

Lao Deputy Prime Minister 
Phoumy Vongvichit recently 
spoke of foreign attempts to de- 
stabilise the country, and said that 
defending the system from exter. 
nal agression must remain the 
first priority 
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“There are still some groups of 
people who do not wish Laos well 
They do not want Laos to be an 
independent country and have 
tried to subvert us,” the 75-year- 
old politician said The second 
most important priority, he says, 
is to strengthen the agriculturally 
based economy to bring about 
industrial development 

China remains a constant target 
of Lao verbal attacks, with Laos 
accusing that country of wanting 
te expand its influence into Indo- 
china. Meanwhile China sees Laos 
as a tied to the Soviet 
Union and Vietnam. Laos charges 
that China is still iding sup- 
port and training subversive 


activities by t-wing groups 


opera:ing inside 
rnb to high- rey ale offi- 
cials responsible for national se- 


curity, China has set up a large 
military training centre in ‘ts 
southern Yunnan Province. They 
also claim _ in the past year 
some 200 inese t have 
been sent to the Thai-Lao border to 
give military training to resist- 
ance groups. They believe that 


Chinese support for such groups 
will increase, while sr pe man 
will be up th 


cooperation between Thai whe poe 


i the Vietnamese invasion 
of Kampuchea, cooperation be. 


tween the Indochinese countries 
has increased; the three states 
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have entered into a mutual assost- 
ance and cooperation treaty relat- 
ing to both civilian and military 
activities, stating that only under 
such an agreement is their exist- 
ence secure. 

Deputy Prime Minister Phoumy 
has said that if there was a threat 
of a military invasion by a foreign 
country, Laos would use the treaty 
to call for military assistance from 
both Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union. 

“If the threat increased, it would 
be our right to call for assistance. 
If the threat could not be dispelled 
by Vietnamese help we would ask 
other countries for support. So 
foreign countries are asked not to 
cause us trouble,” he has warned. 

At present relations between 
laos and Vietnam are relatively 
harmonious. While outsiders may 
see Laos as being under Viet- 
namese domination, Laos sees the 
relationship between the two 
countries in a different light 
Deputy Prime Minister Phoumy 

inted out that Laos and Vietnam 

ve had cordial relations for over 
dhirty years, dating from the 
anor for liberation trom France 
and United States. He noted 
that Vietnamese support in the 
past was in accordance with joint 
agreements based on mutual 
oe and a 


at oe sincere ‘te <= It has been 
giving us in whatever we 
ask for. With a tiny population of 
less than wally million, it is very 
difficult to develop our country 
without assistance from friendly 
nations. | dispute accusations 
made in the west that Vietnam 
wants to take over Laos. On the 
contrary, that country has been 
helping Laos with its reconstruc 
thon work, although Vietnam bas 
its own internal problems te 
solve” 

Although there are no official 
figures on the number of Viet- 
namese troops statroned mn Laos, it 
is beheved that there are more 
than 40,000, along with an esti- 
mated 5,000 Seviet techmoans 
and adviecrs. Lao officials say the 
Vietnamese troops are there to 
help with development work, par 
ticularly the construction of com 
mumecation routes and the provi. 
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wot of wvttetractane The Seweet 
Liewom » the hagent aed dome to 
] wim, PTOVIGINE « houwt AO yr cont 
of tetal feecg aed The soond 
largest prowedes of aed x Vietnam 
Meanwhile fra ndly ~csalet pov 
cTraments provide support for var- 
ous deve beng eta wt activities; Hun. 
gary gives ase tance om livestock 
raring technques, Cuba and Kast 
Germany help with cofice cultiva- 
thon and pometal cooneme devel. 
opment work, Crechoslovakia 
builds bridges and Bulgana helps 
with read comtruction. Ard re. 
ceived from the Soviet Union ts 
mainly in the form of technology 
transfer appropriate for a develop- 
ing country 
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AFTER the political = system 
changed in 1975, Buddhism im 
laos altered in many ways. Per- 
haps the two biggest changes have 
been the porecived role of monks 
in society and the merger of the 
two former denenimations in Lao 
Kuddhicm, VDherma Yuti Nika 
and Maha Nika 

According to Maha Khamtan, a 
former header of Buddhist monks 
after 1975, and now deputy chair 
man of the Neo Lao Hak Sat 
(NLHS or Lao Patriotic Front), a 
significant change m the role 
played by monks im politics has 
taken place. “In the old society, 
monks were not allowed to partici- 
pate in political activities. They 
had no right to vote or to be 
candidates mm clections, nor could 
they launch their own political 
campaigns After the liberation 
(December 1975) these restrictions 
were lifted 

Monks can now stand as candi 
dates for electron so that they can 
parthoapate im national develop- 
ment 

Mahe Khamtan said that Bud 
dhiet monks in Laos have four 
duties Firetly they must preach 
according to the Dharma, while at 
the same time premeting the 
arty line and its poles See 
ondly, they are expected te becom 
invelved im education as part of a 
vrogramme to chmnate ihteracy 
hew third rele m te act as doctors, 
with ther leet rele seen as the 
moet contreveTmal, te play a part 
in domestic and imtornatronal po 








litics at the domestic level to 
solve Lavs’ problems and interna- 
tionally to promote world peace. 

Maha Khaintan said these po- 
litical roles are permitted because 
monks remain citizens of Laos, 
and more importantly, becausc the 
Jwrd Buddha did not prohibit po- 
litical activity among his follow- 
crs. 
“Monks are an inseparable part 
of society, and politics is concerned 
with socicty. Therefore, monks 
should be allowed to play a role in 
politics. After the change of politi- 
cal regime in 1975, monks have 
contributed a lot to the nation 
building process,” he said. 

Although monks are allowed to 
have role in politics, they cannot 
become members of the LPRP. 


OO 0 ‘ 


THERE are now an _ estimated 
15,400 monks in Laos, an increase 
of 18 per cent over the number 
prior to the Pathet Lao victory. 
Before 1975 there were about 
2,000 novices, now they number 
almost 10,000. No longer do the 
monks have religious ranks, and 
the old hierarchical organisation 
has been abolished. In its place a 
new mass organisation has been 
set up — the Buddhist Relations 
Association. The association chief 
(in reality the senior monk in 
Laos) is elected every five years. 
All monks and novices over 15- 
years-old have the right to vote. 

Maha Khamtan describes the 
religious circle before the revolu- 
tion as being characterised by con- 
flict and competition for promo- 
tion. Monks who had access to 
senior government officials be- 
came both socially active and 
wealthy. Such qualities are no 
longer acceptable in the new soci- 
ety, he said. So changes in Bud- 
dhism after the revolution were 
inevitable —- if only to enable 
religion to be used as a tool for 
national development work. Thus 
monks are required to acknowl- 
edge changes outside religion. 
Like everyone else in Laos, monks 
must study the principles of 
Marxist-Leninist theory so that 
they can obtain what is deemed to 
be a “correct” outlook of social 
problems. 
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Asked whether there are con- 
straints on religious beliefs, Maha 
Khamtan explained that the Party 
has a policy allowing everybody 
the right and freedom to worship 
the religion of their choice; athe- 
ism is also tolerated. Meanwhile 
Buddhism in Laos -- which is 
partly financed by the government 

is thriving. People still attend 
temples in large numbers on reli- 
giously auspicious days. Monks 
still preach, but their sermons 
must adhere to the party line as 
well as concentrating on the Bud- 
dha’'s teachings. 

Every morning along the roads 
in Vientiane, monks and novices 
in procession can be seen making 
their alms rounds, suggesting that 
the Lao people's faith in Buddhism 
has not been affected by the switch 
to socialism. Naturally there have 
been different opinions voiced con- 
cerning the changes that have 
taken place, but the majority of 
Buddhists in the country seem to 
have accepted them. “Changes are 
inevitable and we understand 
them,” they say. 


1 O 


KEVOLUTIONARY songs urging 


cooperation in) developing the — 
country and praising the new 
administrative system can be 
heard daily on Lao National 
Radio, as well as being relayed 
from government buildings and 
the few entertainment places and 
hotels that remain. However, 
western styled music can also be 
heard. 


Western dances are arranged 
for weekends by young men and 
women’s organisations. These aim 
to provide some sort of recreation 
after a week of hard work, and are 
usually crowded -— indicating that 
fun is still officially tolerated in 
Laos. Dancing to some of the 
quicker numbers is acceptable; as 
long as couples do not actually 
come into physical contact. 

The only real limitation is that 
every song must first be passed by 
the cultural censors. As a result all 
are sung in Lao and the lyrics tend 
to praise the revolution and the 
building of a new society. 

There are now few places of 
entertainment. Apart from the 





camp is not difficult, with well- 
organised groups arranging the 
illegal exits. 

“If you have moncy, flecing the 
country is not difficult, but it is 
much easier for a single person 
than an entire family,” he said. 

Nobody knows exactly how 
many Lao refugees have crossed 
the river into Thailand. But there 
are now few people in Laos who do 
not know somebody or have rela- 
tives who have already departed. 

The only information media 
existing in Laos is the national 
radio and television stations and a 
few state-owned daily newspapers. 
The stories carried in these news- 
papers, in addition to articles 
praising the revolution, are con- 
cerned with socialist countries 
that support Laos. This means 
that it is not difficult for the 
government to present issues to 
the people in the way it wants 
them to be presented. 

Because of Vientiane’s close 
proximity to Thai television and 
radio relay stations, many Lao 
people can tune into Thai pro- 
grammes, which may present dif- 
ferent views from those broadcast 
in Laos. 

Frequently differences of opin- 
ion across the airwaves are 
crudely settled by loudspeakers 
blaring p anda from the Lao 
bank of the Mekong. 

Besides the gradual progress 
being made in developing the 
country, the government is proud 
of its record in raising the literacy 
rate. A Lao educational official has 
said that only two per cent of the 
population are now unable to read 
ae rie —re 

t present about ®, youn 
Lao le are studying Base 
mostly in the Soviet Union and 
Vietnam. When they return they 
_will make up an important man- 
power contribution for future 
development work. 

Meanwhile the majority of Lao 
people, particularly the yout.g, 
seem prepared to endure the 
present hardships in the hope that 
they will all eventually benefit 
from a political system which ad- 
heres to the economics of equality. 


four cinemas showing a predict- 


. able dict of Soviet and communist 


bloc material, a few restaurants 
offcring taped western music sur- 
vive. On rare occasions live music 
is provided, after prior permission 
from the local authorities. Songs 
played at these concerts must also 
contain revolutionary substance, 
and not surprisingly there are few 
of these restaurants left in Vienti- 
ane. Their clientele is mostl the 
wealthy Lao elite and forcigners 
living in the capital. 

There are few private shops in 
Vientiane. Those that do exist 
tend to be small grocery shops or 
clothes makers and their owners 
have small profit margins. Con- 
sumer goods on sale are mostly 
from the Thai province of Nong 
Khai on the opposite bank of the 
Mekong River. 

Lao people are allowed to cross 
over to the Thai side of the river to 
buy goods which are subject to 
import duties when taken into 
Laos by their new owners. 

The morning and evening rush 
hour in Vientiane means roads full 
of bicycles. The traffic is already 
thin by dusk and almost non- 
existent shortly before the start of 
the curfew at midnight; a restric- 
tion which keeps Vientiane resi- 
dents in their homes unti] dawn. 
ECONOMIC hardship remains a 
fact of life in Laos. The ~- 
annual income per capita is US 
$120-150 (about 3,200-4,000 baht). 
This figure, provided by Lao offi- 
cials, is higher than others and the 
real figure is probably closer to 
$100 a year (2,700 baht). 

People who remember the old 
political order seem reluctant to 
join government service, put off by 
starting salaries of 700 to 1,000 
kip (70-100 baht) per month. Wel- 
fare and food provided by the gov- 
ernment in addition to salary does 
not match the actual cost of living, 
and for many the only alternative 
is moonlighting as a petty trader. 

The continued exodus from Laos 
— about one thousand people a 
month — provides evidence of this 
economic hardship. A Lao living in 
Vientiane said that leaving the 
country to live in a Thai refugee 
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1.AOS 
(HWA! POLICE: LPA MAY BE SUPPORTING SMUGGIH 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 15 Dec 84 pp 1, 16 
| icxt Water pat rol police Clashed with embers of i transnational medic iin 


smuggling ring inthemiddle of the Mekong River while they were transport ing 
medicine for delivery to the laos side. The authorities had made an investi 
gation and found out about them before hand, and had waited in hiding. ‘The 
police signaled them to stop, they refused and tired back. lao soldiers joined 
in with the smugglers and began shcltling across the border. The smugglers 
could not make it, so they jumped into the river to flee. Strategic goods 
worth 500,000 baht were found to be fillis the boat. lt was indicated that 


' 
| 


the goods belonged to a wealthy man of Nongkhai province. 


Ihe corresondent reported from Nong Khai that at 1930 hours on 13 December, 


vol Col Suphot Kongsi, commander of th ixth Repion Water Patrol Police for 
Nong Khai, upon learning of an investigation report that Thai merchants were 
smuggling Thai goods for sale to the la ide, ordered Pol It Col Plodphai 

Pratham, deputy commander of the Sixth Region Water Patrol Police, to lead a 
group al policemen to join with Po! Capt Wijit Sai-sarai, water patrol police 
inspector of Si Chiang Mai District, had already set up an operation post 


across the river from Vicntienc. 


later, the police force was divide t roups to wait in hiding at the edpe 
of the laow woods onthe Mekong River bank and at Paan Braow village. At that 
moment, a merchant boat left the bank, and after it had been 15 meters away 
from the bank, the policemen who wait in hiding tlhashed the light to sipnal 
4a warning to the boat. And the police eda loud speaker to order the boat 
to stop. lt turned out that the crow the merchant boat began shelling the 
police boat, and at the same time, signaled to the laos side for support. 


And a moment later, Lao soldiers who were hiding on a beach on the Lao side 
began shelling at the Thai police; they also fired to cover the smupgypting 
hoat so that it could proceed smoothly to the lao side. The clash broke out. 


As the clash continued, the villagers at Paan Praow village and in the areca: 
nearby mistook it for an invasion by lao soldiers and began Plecing frantic 
illy,. 

When the sounds of the LRUnS dicd down, t hie potice ipproached the werchant 
boat and found that the crew, which the police found out to be 5 in number, 
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had jurped into the river to escape. The police found medical goods and 
phamarceutical products, such as medicine for injection, medicine to stop 
blood flow, salt water--a total of 5] items, all of which were strategic 
goods. In addition, there were 60 dozenof cold weather clothes. The goods 
were worth about 500,000 baht. 


the police disclosed that all of the goods belonged to an influcntial] wealthy 
men of Nong Khai by the abbreviated names of "J" and "B," who had been smug- 
zling the prohibited goods to the lao side for sale at the site of Prince 
Souvanna Phouma's house, located on the road near the Mekong River in the 
jurisdiction of the city of Vientiene, for some time. And every time the 
swugeling took place, the smugglers would receive the protection from lao 
soldiers through an advanced arrangement. But this time, the police had pre- 
pared their operation well; and so they were able to capture the boat. In 
any case, the police will eather further evidence for the prosecution of the 
case in the future. 


12282 
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1.A0S 


BORDER PROBILEMS DISCUSSED 
Bangkok SENASAN in Thai Dec 84 pp 45-47 


l‘iext ]) In the said period (18 October-20 November 84), laos had added and 
rotated its troops in the area of Pa Mon Peak, located opposite Chiang Khong 
district, Chiang Rai province. There were reinforcements sent to many points 
along the border, opposite Tung Chaang district and Pua district in Nan 
province, so astoprevent the operation of a resistance group as well as to 
prevent the Lao people from dodging conscription and flecing into Thailand. 
There were patrol units along the Thai-lao border constantly. In addition, 
the military comand in Sayaboury, laos, had instructed the administration 
authorities and the military authorities of Chiang lon and long Sa citics 

to hoist lao flags along the Thai-lao border arcas adjacent to Chiang 
Klang and Tung Chaang districts, Nan province, saying this was to prevent 
further border problems from occurring between Thailand and laos. 


Regarding the conflict between Thailand and Laos involving the three villages 
in Ban Kok subdistrict, Uttaradit province, at present although the Thai 
side has made an adjustment by removing its forces from the prounds of the 
three border villages in order to reduce confrontation with laos, and has 
wanted to see the conflict resolved by a peaceful means, the Lao side is 

still trying to create a problem by taking the advantage it has to send its 
soldicrs and its people to the grounds of the three villages in question, 

as well as ambushing and provoking by using punfires to disturb the con- 
struction of our roads all the time. %In the past month, our forces clashed 
with the lao soldiers three times inthe areca of Ban Kok subdistrict, Uttaradit 
province. lao soldiers’ shells fell in Thai territory once in the areas of 
Ban Kok subdistrict, Uttaradit province. lao soldiers opened fire on a Thai 
naval boat once in the areas of Bucng Kan district, Nong Khai province. Thai 
soldiers stepped onthe opposite side's booby traps twice in the areas of Na 
Charuay district and Khong Jiamdistrict, Ubon Ratchathani province. lao sold- 
iers opened fire on Thai citizens twice in the arcas of Bun Trik and Khewnarat 
districts, Ubon Ratchathani province. Thai soldiers arrested 32 lao citizens 
and Vietnamese soldicrs six times inthe areas of Chiang Khong district in 
Chiang Rai province, and in the arca of Phon Phisai and Pak Kat districts in 
Nong Khai province, as well as in Chanuman and Bun Trik districts in Ubon 
Ratchathani province. Three were Victnamesc soldiers, 29 were Lao citizens. 
And once Lao soldier fled into Thailand and surrendered to Thai authorities 
once in the arca of Chiang Kan district, loci province. 


}2287 
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CHAMPASSAK, SAYABOURY BORDERS SAID TO BF STRENGTHENED 
hangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 2] Dec 84 pp 1,16 


llext |] Regarding the situation along the Thai-lLao border, Maj Gen Na-rue-don 
Detpradiyut said in a briefing that laos tried to reinforce and rotate its 
forces at various places continuously. Laos transferred a number of its 
troops to be positioned at a front along the Thai-lao border, opposite Tung 
Chaang district, Nan province. tere at this operation base, there were 
trenches and bunkers as well as patrol units. 


lhe secretary to the army went on to say that in addition, Laos transferred an 
additional battalion of its infantry troops for deploy acnt along the Thai-Lao 
border opposite Chong Champa, Chong Klok, and Chong Mek, and moved its tanks 
and artillery units to Pho Thong village in the district of Champassak oppo- 
site Phibunmangsahan district, Ubon Ratchathani province. 


Regarding the conflict involving the three border villages, although the Thai 
side had tried to make an adjustment by removing Thai forces from the villages 
inorder to reduce tension, the lao side tried to carry on a propaganda can- 
paign and attacked Thailand continuously, and distorted the data and articles 
from Thai newspapers as well, At the same time, Laos sent its forces and 
heavy machine puns to reinforce its position in the three villages. 


hcsides, Laos also adjusted and improved its base and its grounds in the three 
villages sothat helicopters could fly its forces and weapons into the area at 
alltimes. laos had proposed that the two sides negotiate to settle the con- 
flict involving the three villages as well; but the Thai side rejected its 
proposal saying the current atmosphere was not appropriate for talks. 


In any case, the Thai military authoritics consider that the Ministry of 
lorcign Affairs is charged with the function to solve the conflict involving 
the three villages. 
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COLUMN NOTES STEPS TO BORDER DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 4 Jan 85 p 3 


l‘icxt | loday, we present to our fricnds and comrades who follow this column 

of PASASON the question of Comrade Thongdam Senaphouny, who works with the 
Vaxation Division of Vientiane Municipality. The question is, what method 
will solve the problem if Thai rightist reactionarics refusc to withdraw theirs 
troops from the area of the three lao villages? 


Bricfly, our opinion is that people of all ethnic groups should unanimously 
cousider this unprecedented incident to be the most important issuc since the 
formation of our new regime. Thailand's persuasive propaganda is that th 
incident is a “minor matter,” but actually it’ is a clear case of invasion. 
thereforc, the solution to the problem of this invasion and occupation by Thai 
rightist reactionarics must be to concentrate our forces. First, we must stop 
the Thai military's rightist reactionary cxpansion of their invasion and occu 
pation of our holy land. We must take charge in fighting the cnemy and cli 
minate the invaders in order to protect our waters and our fertile land, 

And we have an indisputable international treaty toconfirm our rights. 


second, we must explain the invasion to people of all cthnic groups in the 
entire country so that they sce that it is an cxpansionistic practice of Thai 
rightist reactionarics who believe in Thai hepemonism and have been trying to 
swallow up laos all along. Thercfore, we all must actively encourage people 
like yourscl{, who are interested and understand the problem, that they must 
participate and do their best to expose the current invasion and war hunpes 
at the Thai rightist reactionarics headed by Athit Kamlang-ck. hen we will 
persuade the people of the cntire nation to unite and fight bravely for their 
just raehnts, 


third, we must promote the forces of political struggle in forcipn affairs, 
such as issuing announcements of the Ministry of borcign Affairs, new re 
leases and other unclassified information, and carry out nepotiations sin 
cercly in order tosolv the problew by peaccful methods. JVhis will win us 
status, influence and a good reputation for laos, and it will show up on 
international stages, such as it did recently on the stage of the United 


Nat ions, 
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This is a reasonable and fair solution, that is supported widely by the Thai 
ind Lao peoples and by the world's populace, and it will shamctully defeat the 
lhat ciehtist reactionarics. 


lhat ts our answer to your gquestton tor now. Next time if our tellow readers 
| ’ 


° ' ’ 
ire intrested in any problems, please send your questions to our lalk” col- 


lhe bhalitos 
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BRIEFS 


LUANG PRABANG PRODUCTIVITY, CO-OPS--The rainy scason rice harvest of all the 
members of agricultural cooperatives and collective farmers and the people of 
all ethnic groups throughout Luang Prabang Province that had been in progress 
since last October was accomplished majestically in January 1985. The rainy 
season rice harvest of the people of this province for this rice growing season 
is considered to have been a success and on schedule. There are around 8,160 
ha ot collective rice Lields and 55,980 ha of highland rice fticlds in the en- 
tire province, of which more than 3,690 ha of lowland rice fields and 1,200 ha 
of highland rice fields belong to agricultural cooperatives, On the average, 
rice production in the entire province has been 2.5 tonnes per hectare and 
1.26 tonnes per hectare for highland rice. The annual rice production of the 
people of Luang Prabang has been this good despite obstacles and difficulties 
in many areas, Primarily, weather conditions were not favorable, but the 
volume and quality of production was higher than it has been in past years 
because of the drive, brave struggle and determination of farmers, tn addi 
tion, there has beon guidance and close interest at every level of party 
committees, the provincial administration committce and especially of the 
Agriculture, [rrigation and Cooperatives Division in the basic production 
areas. [Text] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 7 Jan 85 p lL] 12597 


XLENG KHOUANG BANKING--Throughout 1984, a lot of cadres, workers, military «and 
police came to deposit the money that they carned for their products at their 
provincial branches of the State Bank. fo date, total savings deposits have 
reached 1,189,500 kip, of which 77,800 kip belong to the cadres and workers of 
the bank. This triples last year's savings promotion plan. [Excerpt] 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 7 Jan 85 p Ll} 12597 


KITAMMOUANE TRADE--Last year in 1984, the trade division of Yommalat District, 
Khommouane Province, concentrated on improving and expanding the trade nctwork! 
in basic production arcas,. [wo stores were built, which increased the number 
of stores in the entire district to 14, of which two are owned by the stat 
and 12 collectively owned. these stores have been serving the people and cade 
around 100,000 kip's worth of ccops and forest products from the people. — th 
growth in trade between the state and the people is improving the Living stan 
dards of the people of all ethnic groups, step by st De [Text | lVientian 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 9 Jan 85 p AZ] 125997 
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VIENTIANE DISTRICT WOSPETAL--On 4 January, the Keo-Oudom District Adminis 
tration, Vientiane Province, opened a new hospital to provide regular medical 
care to people of all cthnic groups. This hospital is 20 m long and 6 @ wide. 
it can accommodate 25 beds with complete medical equipment and a number of 
permanent medical staff. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 8 Jan 
85 p A7] 12597 


FACTORY PRODUCTLON--The factory tor electric wire and plastic bags located in 
Saisettha District of Vientiane City is affiliated withthe Ministry of Indus 
try, llandicrafts and Forestry. »-ethe workers who make up the administrative 
committee it was Learned that... tn 97/7 it became the property of the siate, 
and the workers became the owners of the factory under the skiliful guidance 
of our party and state, With the correct leadership of the party, our state 
became close to the workers in the Lactory and guided them in every activity 
and past difficulties and shortages to mect the goal of the yearly production 
plan serving society completely and on time, There are a total of 76 workers 
in the factory. Five are high level and I/7 are middle level. Most of the 
workers are in three organizations for workers, young people and women. Some 
workers have studied abroad, tor example, in the German Democratic Republic, 
the Sovict Union and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, They have organized 
production in two sections: a section producing electric wire and a section 
producing plastic bags. These sections also produced related items such as 
suakphang [cable], batteries, thodut [conduit], ete. Production went wel! 
because of the care taken by the workers in cach activity; they were responsi - 
ble in their production and learned Crom their work, which showed in their 
production, ‘ach year they produced to serve society according to the goals 
set, or they exceeded the goals. And they were in time to mect the needs of 
society. Production in 1984 met the goals, for example: the section produ 
ing clectcic wire which had a yearly goal of 58,078 meters had produced 55,880 
from January to October and the section producing plastic bags which had a 
yearly goal of 185 tons had produced LOO tons in the first 9 months. [Excerpt | 
[Vientiane PASASON in Lao 2/7 Dec 84 p 2 |) BIA49 


RESTSTANCE UNIFICATLON--A report from Bangkok said that two Laotian 
guerrilla groups had merged. The Mong tribal Liberation Movement for 
Lao Nationals (LMLN) and the Lowlanders National United Front for the 
Liberation of Laos, the NUFLL have joined forces. The move was made to 
strengthen their position against the communist Lao government and those 
Vietnamese units in Laos. trext! (Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENCE JOURNAL 
in English Jan 85 p 122] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


[IRONY OF U.S. WARSHIP CALLS TO PRC VIEWED 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 14 Jan 85 p 6 
[Editorial: "“Not-so-Slow Boat to China"™] 


[Text] On visiting Pearl Harbour, the Leader of the Opposition detected 
“critical concern" in the American military command there over the New 
Zealand ban on nuclear warship visits. The Prime Minister later declared 
that his Government would not change its opposition to visits by such 
ships. 


Both utterances serve as a reminder, if it were needed, that the issue of 
whether New Zealand can sustain its nuclear ships policy and remain a 
member of the Anzus military alliance must come to a head this year. 


One exquisite little irony is that while Wellington and Washington as 
military allies remain at loggerheads over prospective warship calls, the 
United States Navy is preparing to visit Chinese ports for the first time 
since the 1949 communist takeover there. 


This month, the chairman of the United States joint chiefs of staff is due 
to visit China. His trip is expected to be followed by a United States 
Navy visit, originally mooted five years ago and since, the subject of 
much bilateral discussion. 


Under the much-recited American policy to neither-confirm-nor-deny the 
presence of nuclear weapons, such equipment seems hardly Likely to be a 
consideration. After all, China is itself a nuclear superpower. 


The proposed visit--apparently only the first of a series--is surely of 
more significance as evidence of the importance with which the Americans 
vest the right to make such naval calls. 


Indeed, Peking no less than Washington is said to regard the move as 
designed to consolidate and exemplify further Sino-American military 
co-operation. Given China's humuliating history of being forced to open 
its ports to foreign trade and warships last century, given North Korean 
sensitivities and given even the effects upon domestic opinion of a 
symbolic upgrading of relations with Uncle Sam, China has acted boldly, 
after some recent hesitation. 
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What price Anzus, however, in the Light of such developments? “It would 

be an awful irony,” says the Prime Minister, “if at the time when the climate 
for running armaments down is just building up, my Government should decide 
to change its stance and welcome nuclear weapons to New Zealand." 


Perhaps. But it would not be the only irony in the course the Government 
has chosen. China no doubt imagines that its proposed action will send 


the right message in the right direction. Destabilising Anzus would send 
the wrong message to the wrong people. 


CSO: 4200/532 


45 








JPRS-SFA-85 043 
12 March 19385 


NEW ZEALAND 


+ jieahi ef : =*2 22928935 
iat sf yi al iy i iene $ 
Falta ree nat HE hae 
HHH ate HE lseieiil 


4200/532 


OPPUSITION LEADER MCCLAY ON U.S. CONCERN 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 16 Jan 85 p 3 


'Text] 
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ACTIVISTS FEAR NUCLEAR SHIP BAN REVERSAL 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 15 Jan 85 p 5 
[Text] 


The New Zealand Nuclear Free 
Zone Committee fears the CIA may 
secretly put pressure on the New Zea- 
land Government to reverse its nucle- 
ar warship ban 


An executive member of the commit- 
tee, Mr Dennis Small, says the CIA might 
even try to smear this country's peace 
movement with allegations that the 
movement bas links with communist 
groups 

Mr Smal! said in a statement that the 
mainstream of the movement's support 
comes from “middle” New Zealand 


Ile said the ban o9 nuclear armed war- 


ships has the of the majority of 
the country's , as demonstrated 
the last election and ia @ recent opinion 
pl 


Because of its concern the committee 
is distributing information on the CIA, 
and the recently set ANZUS “think 
tank” project which & by a former 
deputy director of intelligence for the 
CA, Dr Ray Cline 

Mr Small seid the ANZUS project also 
hes close links with the international 
World Anti Communist League, a far- 
right group which openly supports “brutal 
and repressive regimes ~ 
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POPULAR SUPPORT FOR, IMPACT OF LABOUR NUCLEAR POLICY EXAMINED 
Broadway, Australia THE NATIONAL TIMES in English 1-7 Feb 85 pp 4, 5 
[Article by Frank Walker: "Lange's Lone Stand"] 


[Text] 





EW ZEALAND ’s Prime Minis- 
ter David Lange has promised 
that no warship carrying 
nuclear weapons will enter a 
ew Zealand port, and his political future 
depends on him keeping that promise. 


, “We think nuclear weaponry is repugnant, 
abhorrent, immoral and should not be,” he 
told The National Times in Wellington this 
week. 

But Lange is in trouble, following his return 
from the protectorate of the Tokelau Islands, 
where he was making the first visit by a New 
Zealand prime minister, to the imbroglio of the 
visiting American nuclear warships. 

He had to virtually admit that a study 
supplied by his own Defence and Intelligence 
departments on the warship the Americans 
have proposed to visit New Zealand after the 
March ANZUS Sea Eagle exercises off 
Queensland was inadequate and that he had to 
turn to the Americans for more information 

A New Zealand Defence Department source 
said there was virtually no way anyone could 





be certain that a particular ship was not ' 


carrying nuclear weapons without on-site 
inspection. 

The indications are that Lange is asking the 
Americans to send a warship that is widely and 
publicly accepted as not carrying nuclear 
weapons. This would avoid him having to ban 
a ship outright. 

“There are vessels in the US Navy, modern 
fighting vessels which are clearly and unmis- 
takeably not carrying nuclear arms,” Lange 
told a press conference on Monday. 
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It is believed he told the US Embassy in 
Wellington he would not be able to accept their 
originally proposed ship as it cannot be ruled 
out that it is carrying nuclear weapons. 

Lange said he does not expect the Americans 
to deviate from their position of neither 
confirming nor denying that their ships are 
nuclear-armed. 

No new initiatives are believed to have come 
from Washington to help Lange out of his 
predicament and, given the strong US line, it ts 
obvious they are keen to test the strength of his 
resolve now rather than later. 

Speculation in the New Zealand press is that 
the Americans applied to send a Charles F. 
Adams class destroyer to New Zealand. These 
ships are capable of carrying nuclear depth 
charges. 

it is now believed that Lange ts proposing 
that the US send a guided missile frigate of the 
Oliver Hazard Perry class. These frigates are 
new, and according to defence experts do not 
carry systems capable of launching nuclear 
weapons. Australia has four of the ships on 
order from the US. 

According to Jane's Fighting Ships, . 5 of the 
26 ships in this class are serving in the Pacific. 
It is not known whether any of them will be 
taking part in the Sea Eagle exercise. 

Pressed on how he will get around the 
impasse of the Americans neither confirming 
nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons 
Lange said it would not end when the question 
over this ship is resolved. _ 

“What I am trying to tell yor ‘5 that this ts a 
world where there are no one-viack one- white 
situations which cancel each other out and part 





of the shill of i ts mabing sure you get where 
you want to be without blowing yoursclf up 
along the way. | am not in the business of 
sclf-immolation.” 

But public efforts by Canberra or Washing- 
ton to get Lange to back down will only 
strengthen New Zcaland’s determination to go 
ahead with the policy. The overwhelming 
majority of New Zealanders are firmly behind 
the anti-nuclear policy, and the Government's 
entire credibility rests on it going ahead with 
the ban: so docs Lange's own Icadcrship of the 
Labour Party. 

David Lange is not the classical figure for 
this David versus Goliath role. Physically he is 
very big. Tall, he would tower over most world 
leaders and a stomach by-pass operation has 
reduced his great weight. 

In power now for seven months, he exudes a 
confidence Wellington observers say he did 
not have before. 


Sitting in the armchair of his office in the top 
floor of Wellington's appropriately-named 
Bechive offices, Lange constantly rearranged 
his tie to cover the straining buttons of his shirt 
as he denied there was any sense of crisis over 
New Zealand's stand. 


He said reports that he had been angry about 
the letter from Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke asking for clarification of New 
Zealand's position were wrong. “I was 
completely unperturbed about it.” 

The ‘existence of the letter was revealed in 
The National Times last week, Hawke Jater 
said the feticr ‘spelled 60 Australia’s position 
and said Australia could not accept as a 
permanent arrangement that the ANZUS 
alliance had a different meaning and entailed 
different obligations for different members. 

Lange said Hawke's action had made New 
Zealanders determined to support the Govern- 
ment's policy. “It has become now an issue 
org is seen in terms of some nationalism,” he 
said. 

Lange has been extremely careful not to 
make any statement which might upset the 
Australian Government, especially Prime 
Minister Hawke, in the entire discussions over 
New Zealand's anti-nuclear policy. Asked if he 
would like to see Australia join New Zealand's 
stand he would only say that every country has 
to work out its own policy in relation to its own 
circumstances. Asked if he was disappointed 
about Australia’s stand he said: “No.” 

“Mr Hawke has been consistent in his 
statements of his Government's policy, that 
they accept the US neither-confirms-nor-de- 
nies policy, and I am certain there is some 
inference which the public might draw that in 
fact the Australian Government would review 
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its defence relationship with New Zealand ona 
permanent basis if New Zealand permanently 
is one of the partners to be holding out for a 
change in that policy.” 

But Lange is adamant that his Government 
docs not want to withdraw from the ANZUS 
agreement. “The alliance is now some third of 
a century old. It is unspecific and that is onc of 
the virtucs of it. It has no command structure 
of itself, It is a code word for a fact that we are 
people who incvitably in terms of our histories, 
our economies, our cultural roots, our 
ecographical placings are interdependent on a 
host of issues of which defence is just one. 
Each partner will have different contributions 
jo make. New Zcaland’s one will not be 
Nuclear... -- dessus see cSees 

“This policy of the (New Zealand) Labour 
Government is not anti-American, it is not 
anti-alliance, it is not neutralist, it is simply 
anti-nuclear weaponry. What we are aiming 
for is to have a non-nuclear armed ship to visit 
New Zealand after the coming exercises. If I 
am absolutely confident that the vessel they 
propose does not contain nuclear arms then it 
will be allowed into New Zealand ports.” 

It is New Zealand Labour Party policy to 
press for a rencgotiation of ANZUS to make it 
clear there are non-nuclear aspects to that 
treaty. That will be discussed at the next 
ANZUS talks in July. 

if New Zealand does ban the warship the 
Americans have proposed, the US has given 
warning that it would be considered “incom- 
patible” with New Zealand's obligations under 
the ANZUS pact. 

If New Zealand accepts the ship which is 
offered, the situation will simply arise the next 
time the US proposes to visit New Zealand. 

But Lange says the ban on nuclear armed 
warships is a very personal one. “I have very 
few really burning convictions in political life 
and being opposed to nuclear armaments 
escalation and their existence is one of them. 

“I was born in 1942. 1 have seen a whole 
post-world war nuclear generation of destruc- 
tion loom. I was involved in my youth with 
various causes concerning those issues. 


“] remember one particular occasion when | 
saw the distortion in the upper atmosphere 
during the nuclear testing at Christmas Island 
at Easter time about 20 years ago when the 
whole sky erupted in a devastating ionospheric 
disturbance known as the aurora australis. it 
certainly made a big personal impact on me.” 

But the left wing of the New Zealand Labour 
Party is not entirely convinced that Lange will 
stick to his guns over the issue and not cave in 
to the mounting pressure, albeit so far friendly, 








from Canberra and Washington. The Left says 
he only gave lip service to the policy until the 
last few years and tried to water it down by 
differentiating between nucicar-powercd ships 
and nuclear-armed ships. 

Now the ban will apply only to warships 
actually carrying nucicar arms, not nucicar 
powered ships or those simply capable of 
Carrying nuclear weapons. 

This is indeed a backdown on his previous 
position. Shortly afier being elected Icader of 
the Labour Party in 1983 he told Parliament, 
“Uniess 1 as Prime Minister, receive an 
assurance that these ships are not carrying 
nuclear weapons, entry to New Zcaland 
territorial waters will be denied.” 

Now he says he has to be “absolutely 
confident” they are not carrying nuclear 
weapons before they are allowed in. 

To allay fears inside his own party, Lange 
made a surprise announcement on Monday 
that shelved legislation giving Labour Party 
policy on visiting nuclear armed warships the 
force of law, would be brought forward. 

Lange will not say how strong that 
legislation will be, but it will make New 
Zealand's stand unique in the world: a country 
banning by law the warships of an ally 
supposedly sent to protect it. 

“New Zealand never made a conscious 
decision to join a nuclear infrastructure. What 
is happening here is different from the peace 
movement, say in Europe, where the countries 
made a calculation and joined the nuclear 
defence strategy,” Lange said. 


He sees no double standard in his Govern- 


ment's decision to join the ANZUS partners in 
the Sea Eagle manoeuvres, to be held off the 
Queensland coast at the end of February and 
beginning of March. A New Zealand frigate 
will be engaged alongside US warships which 
are capable of carrying nuclear weapons and, 
as the vast majority of the US ficet has nuclear 
arms, are most likely to have them on board. 

“They are exercising in conventional war- 
fare situations and those weapons will not be 
in New Zealand. We are not engaging in 
nuclear warfare preparation. If they are 
carrying nuclear weapons it is ancillary to their 
principle purpose which is conventional 
maritime defence exercises. That is part of the 
defence responsibility which New Zealand 
accepts. What we are saying is over that part of 
our existence over which we have our 
sovereignty then we have our policy.” 

When asked where he thought a threat to 
New Zealand's security might come from, 
Lange said: “Brisbane.” He laughed. 

But Lange is serious about the prospect of 
entering into a trade war with Queensland. It 
would be much easier for him to take action 
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against Brisbane than Canbcsra. His threats to 
buy sugar clsewhere after Premics Joh 
Bycthe-Petersen banned a shipment of New 
7caland chocolates from entering the State 
gives him the chance to hit back, while with 
Canberra he has to tread warily. 

He joyfully labciled Queensland a “choco- 
late-frec state” and pointed out that Quecns- 
land takes $59 million worth of goods from 
New Zealand while New Zealand takes $122 
million from Queensland. “That is exactly the 
sort of trade war which only a born loser in 
foreign policy will fight,” Lange said. 


zx ae ® 


Kt is important not to underestimate the 


depth of fecling in New Zealand on the nucicar. 
issue. Attention is not divided over many’ 


causes like it is in Australia and New 
Zealanders are aware that their anti-nuclear 
stand is putting them on the intcrnational 
political map. 


Ego and nationalism are closely intertwined | 


in the New Zcaland stand, says Canterbury 
University political scientist Professor Keith 
Jackson. “The fear of nuclear power and 
nuclear weapons coming down to our 
untouched part of the world is very strong, but 
this bridges over into nationalism because once 
the Americans start leaning on us then it does 
obviously touch our sense of independence. 

“Also this Government, which is so untypi- 
cal of others, is one that needs a symbol and 
the nuclear issue is one they got landed with. | 
don't think they have any choice but to follow 
it -” 


| 
! 
! 


The depth of feeling against interference 


from across the Tasman is possibly even 


stronger. 

Only hours after The National Times broke 
the story of Hawke's letter to Lange last week 
about 50 demonstrators gathered outside the 
Australian High Commission waving placards 
saying “Hawke is a Peacock”, “Hawke's Dirty 
Underarm Tactics” and “NZers have said no 
to nuclear. Mr Hawke stop interfering”. 

A poll taken in October found that New 
Zealanders favour by almost two to one a ban 
on visits by nuctear-armed warships. The poll 
found 58 per cent opposed such visits and 30 
per cent supported them. 

Curiously, the poll also found that 59 per 
cent supported visits by nuclear-powered 
warships as long as they were not nuclear- 
armed. Lange has obviously taken strength 
from this and dropped discussion of banning 
nuclear-propelled ships. 

The polls also found 60 per cent of New 
Zealanders want to keep the ANZUS pact but 
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want if to be renegotiated. Sixty-nine per cent 
would like to sce the South Pacific a 
nuclear-free zor. 

Despite the polls, opinion ranges from the 
colourful to the sublime. li is hardly the 
number one Conversation in the pubs of New 
Zealand. That is given over to the more 
traditional: Rugby, racing and cricket. 

“Look mate, who gives a stuff about nuclear 
weapons. Nobody is going to bomb New 
Zealand are they? The way | look at it, it is a lot 
of fuss about nothing,” was one comment in a 
Wellington hotel which had many echoes. 

The classic taxi driver opinion poll found a 
three-to-one approval rating for the Govern- 
ment’s stand. But it was on a far more 
nationalistic standpoint than an idea of peace 
and goodwill to all men. 

“Nobody is going to tell us what to do, 
especially that bloody Hawke of yours. You 
tell him to go take a running jump.” 

Another was more reflective. “Maybe if the 
world sees that we can do it, a tiny country at 
the bottom of the world with hardly any 
influence at all, maybe, just maybe, it will have 
some effect on the rest of the world.” 

Jim Anderton, former president of the 
Labour Party and now on the backbench of 
Parliament, was more blunt than his diplo- 
matic leader. “What we are saying is stick it up 
your nuclear nose. We want no part of it and 
they can take their bloody nuclear weapons 
somewhere else.” 


x 2 


The anti-nuclear movement is well organ- 
ised. Operating from the Noor above a bowling 
alley it shares with the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament, the Student Christian Move- 
ment and a violin school, is the headquarters of 
Aotearoa, the peak organisation for 300 peace 
groups scattered around the country. It is the 
Maori word for New Zealand. 

Owen Wilkes, a leading peace campaigner 
and the organisation's employed researcher, 
says they will make their own assessment of the 
US ship when its name becomes known. 

Nicky Hager, spokesman for the Coalition 
Against Nuclear Warships, said that if the 
group was not satisfied the ship was non-nu- 
clear despite Lange's assurances, it would 
organise mass demonstrations against it. 

Those demonstrations would be embarrass- 
ing to Lange, who has said that the botiom line 
for the New Zealand people is that they have to 
trust him on the issue as he won't release 
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rcasons for his decision. Asked how he can be 
absolutcly sure there would be no nucicar 
weapons on board he said: “You have to work 
that one out for yourself.” 

New Zealand's stand is receiving world- 
wide attention. It has been the subject of 
editorials in the New York Times and the 
Washington Post, it is being raised at 
discussions in the peace movements of Europe. 
Parallels are being drawn with Greece's 
decision to expel all American bases within 
five years and there are accusations that New 
Zealand's stand will give an impetus to those 
who want to break the West's solid stand 
against Soviet capansionism. | 

To all those arguments David Lange has just 
one answer — New Zealand does not want to 
have nuclear weapons on its territory. ) 

“I do not go along with those who say the 
presence of the ships make New Zealand a 
nuclear target. We just do not want anything to 
do with nuclear weapons. 

“The potential foe for New Zealand has 
shifted from that of the Far East to a global 
Soviet domination threat. But I think it is true 
to say that neither in Australia and even more 
so in New Zealand does that spectre have 
anything like the awe-inspiring belief that it. 
has in the United States. | 

“There is not the same intensity of feeling in 
New Zealand. New Zealanders tend to look 
therefore at the prospect of instability on a 
regional basis and think of it more in terms of 
conventional defence deployment.” 

But the prospect of the European peace 
movement turning out in support of New 
Zealand and putting Kiwiland on the same 
protest placards as Nicaragua and Afghanistan 
would hardly be comforting news for David 
Lange. He does not want to be drawn into the 
image of the international rebel and refuses to 
advocate that other nations do what New 
Zealand is trying to do. 

There is, of course, opposition in New 
Zealand to what Lange is doing. The leader of 
the National Party, Jim McLay, says a ban 
would be the beginning of the end of ANZUS 
and New Zealand needs that alliance. He says 
Russian presence in the Pacific and Asian 
region is growing and New Zealand needs to 
demonstrate solidarity with the United States 
and help it fulfil its commitments. 

If the behind-the-scenes negotiations with 
the Americans going on in Wellington this 
week do not produce a ship which is acceptable 
to Lange and the Government, the prospect of 
ANZUS breaking up is one step closer. 
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MCCLAY PREDICTS 15 PERCENT INFLATION 
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INVOLVED PARTIES HOLD TREATY WORKSHOP IN ANTARCTICA 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 15 Jan 85 p 6 
Treat 
ty 


[Text] 





New Fund Urged 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 15 Jan 85 p 5 


[Text] 


rwte Beardmore Glacier 


Visit 
Mr Jim Barnes, the 
at the United and 


He told the “Post” there 
was not enough money 
coming from governments 
to pay for such things. 


international 
and individual 
citizens. 
“We would ask 


intended pursuing it 
further, he said. 


Mining 


Greenpesce Interna- 
tional's Antarctic co-or- 
dinator, Mr Roger Wilson, 
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was also in Wellington 
terday on his way back to 
Britain. 


Both men said a work- 
shop proposal for a 30-year 


moratorium or all min- 
erals activity, including 


ple from ST ae “* 
experience Antarctica and 


Maii: Outcome 


of the Antarctic and the 
value of the Antarctic 
Treaty was the main 


lieved everyone gained 
from the exchange of 





Mining Moratorium Sought 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 16 Jan 85 p 7 


[Text] 
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The Goverament has 
been urged to press for a 
3-year moratorium on 
mincral ¢ tation in 
the Antarctic. 


The miocrals ban ws 
raised in talks in Wellington 
between the Minister for 
the Environment. Mr Mar- 
shall. and two members of 
‘Greenpeace who atlended 
an international workshop 
on the ice continent. 


Treaty Gap 


The workshop, on a high 
altitude snowficid 700km 
from the South Pole, was 
run by the United States 
National Academy of 
Sciences to discuss the An- 
tarctic Treaty, the 25-year- 
old pact which covers 
scientific research and 
bans all military and 
nucicar activity. 

A regime on mincral ex- 
ploitation and oi! drilling in 
the forbidding frozen wuste- 
lands is being considered by 
the 16 treaty signatories, 
amid pressure from non- 
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\ircaty Countries which want 


& NAY IN Management of the 
big southern lund. 


Mr Roger Wilson, inter- 
national co-ordinator on the 
Antarctic for Greenpeace, 
suid yeMerday that the mun- 
crals regime was being pro- 
moted to “fill a gap” in the 
treaty. 

“Everyone agrecs there 
is little likelihood of anyone 
drilling or mining on the ice 
for years,” he said. 

“Since the imperative for 
the regime is political 
rather than economic, we 
think there is more than 
onc way to incorporate the 
minerals issue in the treaty. 
' “The unity is there 
for New Zealand to push for 
a 30-year moratorium.” 

Mr Wilson said the polar 
talks included scicntists and 
diplomats from non-treaty 
nations. This was encourag- 
ing for conservationists be- 
cause more countries could 
pet involved and make the 
treaty more of an inter: 
national agreement. 





JAPANESE LDP VICE PRESIDENT TO PAY VISIT 
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[Text] 


Tokyo 

The president of the 
National Party, Mrs Suc 
Wood, has invited Mr 
Susumu Nikaido, a contro- 
versial Japanese right-wing 
politician, to New Zealand 
Mrs Wood. in Tokyo at 
tending mectings of the 
Pacific Democrat Union. 
said Mr Nikaido had ar- 
cepted the invitation and 


was likely to visit 
New Zealand in July 


or August. 


Vice-president of 


the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party, 


"Mr Nikaido is a con- 
fidant of the former Prime 
Minister Mr Kakvei 
Tanaka, who is appealing 
against his bribery convic- 
tion in the Lockheed payoff 
scandal 

Mr Nikaido wus not 
charged in the Lockheed 
case but throughout the pro- 
ceedings the Japanese 
media referred to him as 
the most “grey” of muny 
“grey officials” — border- 
line bribery suspects whose 
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record was neither black 
nor white. 

He is wniversally§s re. 

arded as among the top 

r most powerful Japan- 
ese politicians, providing a 
direct Channel of communi- 
cation between Liberal 
Democratic Party bosses 
and Mr Tanaka, the king- 
maker who thrust Mr 
Yasuhiro Nakasonc into the 
prime ministerial post. 

Mrs Wood has also met 
Mr Nakasone and the 
Foreign Minister, Mr Shin- 
taro Abc, who will accom- 

y Mr Nakasone to New 
on Friday on a two- 
day official visit 

“Mr Abe was very inter: 
ested to talk about the 
nuclear issue and the ques 
tion of the [Labour) Govern- 
ment's position,” Mrs Wood 
said. 

She said she could not 
comment further on the 
talks with Japanese Liberal 
Democrats because they 
were a party-to-party 
matter. 
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ANALYSTS IMPROVE WELLINGTON'S COMPETITIVE RANKING 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 14 Jan 85 p 5 


[Article by Hugh Barlow] 


[Text] 


LONDON, Jan 14. — New Zea- 


land has been ranked 15th out of 
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LANGE CONDEMNS SRV INCURSIONS INTO THAILAND 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 15 Jan 85 p 5 
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CONSERVATIVE GROUPS OPPOSE PROPOSED BILL OF RIGHTS 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 16 Jan 85 p 1 
[Text] 
The Government's planned bill of rights already appears 


headed for trouble, even though the measure will not surface in 
public until March. 


Some of the conservative 
groups which provoked 
uprear over the Govern 
ments ratification of the 
United Nations women's 
convention are moving to 
attack the proposed bill of 
rags 

And there is doubt 
whether the parhamentary 
Opposition will support the 
document Some National 
MP» favour it, others do not 


The architect of the bill 
of rights, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, Mr Palmer, says the 
measure cannot be passed 
without widespread public 
approval and the support of 
the Opposition 

If the fury of the debate 
over the women's conven 
thon & @ guide, the bill of 
rich. cowld face bitter and 
caretully planned attack. 


UN Covenant 

The bill will be based on 
the United Nothom Coven 
ont on Cll and Political 
Rights Wh will be a docw 
ment to lent the power of 
the cate. and laws paserd 
by lPorhemrent whirh ip 
iriner tt Clauses could be 
reyected by the courts 


it will detail fundamental 


rights, among them Iree- 
dom of religion, speech, as 
sembly (ihe right to 


with a white paper in 
March. lt will be studied ty 
@ parhamentary co.nenitice 
for at least & year before 
being taken further 


Battle Plan 


The women's Convention 
which the Covernment rat) 
fied lat month was cub 
jected to determined and 
vociierows opposition from 
comervative and funds 
mentaint Christian grou 
with well planned tactics 
which surprised supporters 
of the Convention 
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NZ Heritage 


iow of 
thy yue, “ wo Tals 
sad feet of ‘om Was 
er’ l ‘\. evf pOrres 
ated tha 7 looters We 
tao l mete Deaall oc otys 
bee mm wore Beas 
1) pe ‘ mor" 

\ i the DI of 
rights 4 ’ roche 1 PPpehe 
New. heraage of 
Py stest mon low 


The MP for Renwera, Mr 
Dow Grathem. a member of 
. . 
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That agement # Te- 
jected by Mr Graham “1 
would rather fhewe my 
ryphts preiected by judges 
thon politicians The sounet 
we prt a iow sat¢guards, he 
etter.” 


Unrelated 


He said New Zealand was 
probably the only singit 
chamber democracy «ith 
out a bill of rights, and he 
would aced convincing that 
guch a documem was not a 
good idea 

Mr Palmer says the bill 
of rights i nothing to do 
with the womens conven 
thon imseaue 

“The bill will be of no use 
unless there is wide public 
support. If the Opposition 
decides to fight it tooth and 
neil, # will be in bad 
trouble.” 
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O*FLYNN TALKS IN BANGKOK VIEWED 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 16 Jan 85 p 6 
[Editorial: "An On-the-Spot Survey"] 


[Text] As Minister of Defence and Deputy Foreign Minister, Mr O'Flynn 
should find his visit to Thailand this week useful. Talks with military 
and political leaders in Bangkok and a visit to the troubled Thai-Kampuchean 
border should afford a personal appreciation of the Vietnamese offensive 

in Kampuchea and resultant refugee pressures on Thailand. 


Mr O'’Flynn's conversations and inspections should also help to equip the 
Government for its reception in Wellington carly in March of the titular 
leader of the Kampuchean resistance, Prince Sihanouk. New Zealand has 
pinned its faith on some political settlement in Kampuchea, although it 
seems as elusive as ever, and on a part in it for for the loose coalition 
which Sihanouk heads. 


In ascending order of size and strength, the three elements in that coali- 
tion are the Sihanoukists, the Khmer People's National Liberation Front 
(both of them anti-communist) and their bestial Marxist bedfcllows, the 
Khmers Rouges, whom the Vietnamese overthrew in 1979, 


it is, however, the liberation front whose guerrilla troops and civilian 
camp-followers have lately been taking the severest pasting from the 
Vietnamese invaders propping up the puppet Phnom Penh administration of 
Heng Samrin. 


in 1970, the year he was deposed by right-wing forces, Sihanouk joined a 
united front with Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge. He has since said that no one 
then imagined they were "monsters, thirsty for Khmer blood" and he does 
not conceal a loathing for Pol Pot and his creatures. Yet the prince 
fears even more the prospect of Kampuchea's becoming a Vietnamese colony. 


Sihanouk is reported lately also to have experienced much friction with 
the third faction in his coalition, the embattled liberation front. Its 
leader is a former Cambodian premier, Son Sann, who himself visited New 
Zealand last April. New Zealand subsequently granted $30,000 for humani- 
tarian relief supplies for liberation front camps on the Thai-Kampuchean 
border, 





Before proposing any like aid ' ller, strictly Sihanoukist-royalist 


camps, Wellington's Asiar d& ré seek assurances that, though 
strained internally and militarily, tt oalition is not unravelling. It 
may also need guarantees that, Dit ired Chinese sponsorship, the 
Khmer Rouge remains at arm's length. 

Here, Thai advice could be particularly helpful, notwithstanding that 
kingdom's membership of Ascan, t| roup of neighbouring nations which is 
the resistance coalition's godparent. Mr O'Flynn is also reported to be 
discussing “military co-operation” with Thailand. Such co-operation would 
not be novel; but the minister’: ileagues and countrymen will be curious. 
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MULDOON WARNS ON INFLATION, PRICE CONTROLS 
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Christchurch THE PRESS in English 16 Jan 85 pp 1 


[Article by Michael Hannah] 
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MEAT, WOOL INCOME DOWN, OUTLOOK BRIGHTER 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 16 Jan 85 p 7 


[Article by Peter Freeth] 


[Text] 


JPRS-SEA-85-04 3 
12 March 1985 


NEW ZFALAND 


Meat and wool farmers head into a new year with net incomes well down 
but with their prospects enhanced by higher production and some benefit from 


devaluation. 

Foonomists said yester- 
day that, although many 
producers were struggling 
financially, a significant 
proportion would be in a 
parlous state were it not for 
the good avlumn, winter 
and spring in 1984 

As it ts, the national lamb- 
ing percentage ts estimated 
to be not far short of 104 — 
one of the few seasons in 
which it has exceeded 100 

Wool weights are well up 
and livestock generally are 
in good health 

The director of the Meat 
and Wool Boards’ economic 
service, Mr Neil Taylor, 
yesterday predicted an im- 
provement in both farm in- 
vesiment and real income 
levels this year, although 
farm Costs were expecicd to 
lift over the season 


Plentiful 


Bevond that, economists 
see the prospects as not so 
good as the provisions of 
the 1984 budget begin to 
bite wad farmers feel the 
effect of the cessation of 
subsidies and CONRCessOns 

Sheepfarmers and dairy 
men in the top half of the 
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North Isand are still ex 
periencing plentiful pasture 
growth, resulling from 
warm weather combined 
with adequate rainfall 

But the Wairarapa is very 
dry and it is dry, too. 
Hawkes Bay and in parts of 
Canterbury. 

Reviewing the 19354 
season, the board s 
eCCONONNC SETVICE Says Thal 
although the weulher «y 
good for farnung across the 
whole countty, product 
levels fell, reflecting the 
severe drought of the pre 
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SMP Levels 
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farm investment. while in 
proving. Was still at a rely 
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ments suppleMentan, muy 
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necessitating a large sub 
sidy payout on lamb und 
mution but much less on 
wool because of a 0c a 
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In contrast, market 
proves for beef remained 
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Prospects 

In real terms, he said, the 
1983-84 figure was 55.7 per 
cent of the 1975-76 level. 

Mr Taylor said prospects 
for the 1984-85 season were 
for higher farm production. 
reficcting the more favour- 
able weather of last scason. 


Wool production was cx- 
pected to increase 7 per 
cent and both lamb and 
bee! 5 per cent 

As they enter the acw 
year farmers are en- 
countering markediy im- 
proved returns for both 
wool and becf, both pro- 
ducts being well clear of 
Coverament guuraniced 
levels 

With devaluation, market 
returns for lamb have also 
improved, but they still re- 
quire a subsidy to bring 
them up to Government. 
guaraniced level, and the 
economics of mutton pro 
duction are still very 
Chowvrnyy 
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GREENPEACE ANTINUCLEAR LETTERS FLOOD PM'S OFFICE 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 15 Jan 85 p 4 


[Text] 
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12 March 1985 


PHLiLOiPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS U.S. DILEMMA AS COST OF SUPERPOWY: 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Jan 85 p 4 


(Commentary by Benedicto David: "Shades of the 'Guy'"?] 

(text) During a lunch with the Foreign Correspondents’ Association of the 
Philippines Thursday, Labor Minister Blas Ople underscore’ the possibility 
of American intervention in the coming two elections. 


By that he meant aid to the opposition by some sectors of the American 
government. He did not, of course, mean American support for the current 
administration for that would come under the heading of "aid" or “treaty 
obligations” to the government of the Philippines from the government of 
the United States. 


fhus, it would seem, American financial, military and other support for 

the current government would be welcome whereas any help given by Americans 
to the opposition would constitute gross interference in the internal 
affairs of the sovereign state of the Philippines. 


fhe sort of warning sounded very much like thoughts aired by nationalist 
groups during the campaign which saw the election of Ramon Magsaysay as 
president of the Philippines to succeed the nationalistic resident Elpidio 
Quirino who was portrayed in a book as the target of American efforts to 
set the stage for Magsaysay's election. 


it is a matter of fact that the Quirino government had lost most of its 
popularity and a great deal of its credibility because of what would not 


be described as “penny-ante"™ operations involving the disposition of 
surplus property and a few other scandals. It is also « matter of fact 
that Mr Quirino did not die a Filipino Croesus. indeed, in retrospect, 
he was a fairly good chief of state who started such projects as Lligan 
Steel Mills complex and the Maria Christina hydro-electric project to 
supply power for the basic steel industry which he rightly felt should be 


the basis for future Philippine industrialization 


Few people will disagree that President Magsaysay had his role to play in 
the historical development of the country. tle was thy mbol of the people, 
He opened the doors of Malacanang to the people and th rerage Filipino 


645 








trusted him. If he made mistakes, he wuld admit them and simply stat 
that he was also human. We do not know any mistake, however, that he 
committed twice. 


For Magsaysay, despite his being partly the result of “intervention” on 
the part of the American government, did restore the concept of the govern- 
ment being the agent of the people and not its ruler. He restored faith 
in the democratic way of life at a time when hunger, gross injustice and 
abuses threatened to turn the people's anger into open support for the 
lluks who were practically at the gates of Manila. 


We wonder if there is a chance that the Magsaysay story could be repeated 

30 years later. ‘the situations, of course, are not exactly the same, but 
there are similarities which we feel we do not have to go into. They should 
be fairly obvious. 


We sympathize with Washington in this case because it is a dammed-if-you- 
do and damned-if-you-don't situation. (f Washington keeps supplying the 
government with weapons, it will be considcred as supporting the govern- 
ment. If it does not, it will be interpreted as not fulfilling treaty 
obligations. 


Lf it gives open or covert aid to the opposition, it is interfering in 
the internal affairs of the Philippines as a sovereign state. If it does 
not, it will be blamed for not moving to restore democracy to the Filipino 
people. 


This, we suppose, is the cross that superpowers have to bear. tn the global 
context of confrontation between two ways of life, the United States has to 
support the efforts of the government to contain the NPA. In the same way, 
the Soviet Union has to keep supporting Cuba despite the terrible expenses 
involved, 


But then, they want to be superpowers--and, therefore, they have to pay 
the bills. It goes with the position. 
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PHILIPPINES 


U.S. AID WELCOME, BUT MISDIRECTED 


COTABATO: 


Cotabato City THE MINDANAO CROSS in English 19 Jan 85 p 4 


"Wrong Bark, Wrong Tree") 


[Editorial: 


[Text] 


au fgreaniyt itt anh pe 
Hf itl $3 al 
He - i 
i : ea i i 
+ gag Pett iss ~ 28s 
il all erin 
atte alt nl nat He 
i Hi Wa ifs Waal: 
iH Hi vs cat re Hl 
i * pat A Hi ipl 
H Mn ges i if 
Edi eanth 


4200/514 


CSO: 


70 











JPRS -SUA-35-)4 3 
12 March 1935 


PULLIPPLNES 


KIDAPAWAN BISHOP CITES OBSTACLES TO PEACE IN COTABATO 
Cotabato City THE MINDANAO CROSS in English 19 Jan 85 pp 1, 12 


(vrext] Ina public symposium on peace aired last Wednesday morning over 
Radio Station OXND based in Kidapawan, Bishop Orlando Quevedo, OMI, DD 
of the Diocese of Kidapawan, presented a three-point assessment on peace 
situation in the Cotabato Province, then North Cotabato. 


Bishop Quevedo cited increasing poverty, militarization and constant viola- 
tion of the basic human rights as deterrent to the peace condition in the 
area, 


(the bishop said the deteriorating peace and order has further increased 
poverty due to economic dislocation aggravated by frustration and hunger. 
"they feel they are not in control of their lives as effected by poverty," 
he stated, This in itself complicates the attainment of peace in tho 
region. 


He also pointed out that many people are caught in a cross-fire as the 
government and enemy troops increased their military activities. He 
said both sides have expanded their militarization which contribute to 
the breakdown of peace and divide the people's loyalty for fear of their 
lives and properties. 


The continuing militarization is reflected through salvaging, ambushes, 
hamletting and other modes of terrorism, 


lle expounded that the elements’ constant violation of the basic human 
rights both by the rightist and leftist forces unlikely contribute to the 
quest for peace. He pointed out cases of extortions and other criminal- 
ities left unsolved resulting to family dislocation and public dissent. 


fo attain peace, the bishop stressed that all sectors must be concerned 
in ordering the structure of society for the common good based on justice. 
tle injected the four pillars essential for peace: truth, justice, freedom 
and love which is the most basic. 


a 





Representing the military sector, a certain Col Tolenada expressed the 
role of the military on counter-insurgency “but with the cooperation of 
the constituents.” 


Upon his assumption to duty in the province three months ago, the colonc! 
noted the deteriorating peace and order citing the imposition of curfew 
in Kidapawan as a sign of abnormality. 


He, however, expressed hopes of support from the people in their drive 
against lawlessness. He said the pulong-pulong in the baranggay level 
contributed much in creating awareness among the residents on their role 
in the peace and order campaign. 


Through workshops, the people were mide aware of the modus operandi of the 
subversive clements wiose motives arc treacherous and misleading. The 
people were made to understand the infiltration process adopted by the 
lawless groups so the people can adopt counter-insurgencies. 


The recent cooperativeness of the people helped the military in solving 
or aborting some ccime attempts. Liquidation and robberies were recently 
minimized as the people reported the presence of armed groups citing the 
capture of one under a certain Commander Tommy While the leader managed 
to escape, their firearms were confiscated and two were believed to have 
been hit as evidenced by traces of blood 


Another case of people's cooperation was last January 14 when the military 
troopers intercepted a group of extortionist Led by Commnder Jackson, 


[fhe colonel emphasized that military and civilian rapport can greatly 
restore peace and stability in the province.--rmt 
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PHILIPPINES 


Baguio City THE GOLD ORE in English 19 Jan 85 p 3 


larticle by Ben Moga] 


[Text] 
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He was seccompanied by 
Provincial PC Commander Lt 
Col. Leon Badal, IGHO 
Battalion Commander Lt 
Col. Roderico Castro, Geseo 
Mayor Arthur Caliato ord 
, local representatives of go 
vernment agencies 


Vihile the villagers did not 
openly object to the station 
ling of government combet 
\roops in the area, they ap 
pealed to military author ites 
to discipline their men of he 
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JPKS-SEA-85-043 


12 March ] 98°, 
PH) LIPPINES 
EDITORIAL WELCOMES TENSION-FASING MEASURES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Jan 85 p 4 
(Rditorial: "Rasing Tensions") 
[Text] 
HE move of the a. bm 
Ministry of Justice, 1 on tha me 
taken at the initiative of eS we inet milit 
the President, of asking campaign against milit- 
for the dismissal of the ary abuses in the coun- 
tryside are also tension- 


subversion charge 
against ex-Sen. Jovito 
Salonga will ease the 


not been taken. Mr. 
would be tried 
and trial and the 
incidents of the case 
that might crop up 
would generate more 
litical tension and 
the polarization 
of the political forces. 
The Salonga case would 
be a hot issue. 
pcr hg pe, Fp 
to amend Articles of 
War in such a way as to 


‘5 


easing measures. They 
fend to minimize the 


: The measures taken 
go far have established a 
pattern which describes 


the creation of a politic- 
al situation that gives 
full play to legitimate 
political activities with- 
out endangering the 
democratic institutions. 

They comprise no less 
than the President's re- 
- od to speculation 


itical proces- 
ses in near future 


will be marred by vio- 
lence or other unconsti- 
tutional methods. 





CSO; 


Such speculation 
gravely underestimates 
the capability of the 
leadership to protect the 
nation and the Constitu- 
tion. 

We think that in the 
near future, more ten- 
sion-easing measures 
will be taken and we can 
be sure that the public 
will respond in kind. 

The relaxation of ten- 
sions has a special sig- 
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nificance. They are in 
aid of the production of 
goods and services — of 
the entire gamut of eco- 
nomic activities. 

People can decide bet- 
ter and work ore in 
an atmosphere of peace 
and under the rule of 


‘Jaw. Given that factor, 


economic recovery will 
not be a formidable 
problem. 





COJUANGCO KIN FIGHTS FOR OPPO 


Quezon City ANG PAH\YA! 


pp 12, 13 


[Interview 
Tarlac PDP-Lab 


[Text ] 


nie 


ose Copfuangco Jr. agreed to 

Sunday Malaya’s request for a 

postholiday interview, even as 
hit beateous wife Ting- Ting (who 
arranged an appointment for us) insisted 
“Peping would rather remain behind the 
wene. 

And so we caught a dapperlooking 
Peping in a huddle wth partymates 
after a PDP-Laban press conference at 
the Cojuangco building in Makati. “He's 
always in the stables,” Ting-Ting said 
when we asked why her husband hardly 
showed up in his office. “Oh, he loves 
horses,”’ she added. 

Actually 1 ran the cenwal in Tarlac,” 
said Peping, now seated in a swivel chair, 
and groping for his cigarettes. The press 
conferen ewer over and he suggested 
we hold the interview pictorial in his 
7th floor office. “It is my brother Pedro 
who's in charge of Manila.” 

Cory Aquino’s younger brother was 
in public service for 14 years, starting 
in 1955 when he was elected councilor 
of Panigqui, Tarlac, and ending in 1969 
when he was reelected to Congress. 

That time, Peping u’as challenged by, 


and won over, cousin Eduardo “Danding"’ 


Coywangeo (now Tarlac KBL’s party 
chief) for the congressional seat. 
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PHILIPPINES 


(iON IN TARLAC, MANIIA 


by Cristina P, del Carmen-Pastor with Jose Cojuangco Jr., 
der--"Jose Cojuangeo Jr: Kingmaker of the Opposition?"] 


“That was some crazy exercise,” 
Peping mused, quietly puffing smoke 
in the air. He refused to elaborate on 
what he meant. , 
“People always say I'm a natur 
politician because I'm a product of the 
Sumulong and the o families, 


he shook his head. “I'd rather be a private 


citizen.” The Surmmlongs, his mother’s 


family, were the more politically inclined 


than the Cojuangcos, he said. The late 
former Senator Juan Sumulong was his 
grandfather; two of his uncles were law- 
makers Lorenzo and Prancisco. On the 
Cojuangco side, it was only his father, 
Jose Sr., who became a public official. 
Peping was a young graduate of 
Economics from the Holy Cross College 
in Mas sachuse tts when “1 eer) ; 
councilor of Paniqui. “The sai 
politics was in my blood, so they filed 
my certificate of candidacy,” he smiled. 
After seeing ‘I could do something,” 
Peping ran for mayor and even became 
president of the Tarlac Mayors League. 
the people spoke again, he said: they 
wanted him in Congress. He served two 
terms, then retired from politics in 
1969. “I thought had done my part,” 
he reasoned out. 


\NG MAIAYA Sunday Supplement in English 20 Jan 85 
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Lvents took a sharp furn when his 
brother-in-law Ninoy was assassinated. 
leping felt Su pat farming Should take 
@ backseat. He joined PDP aban last 
yeat “to help the opposition dismantle 
one-man rule in dhe country,” and 
rowed “to ac tivate” himself in politics. 
“Everybody dse was doing their bit for 
Ninoy. I might as well do my bit too, 
although I'm more of a farmer than a 

politician,” Peping said. 

4s PDP. Lahan secre tary general, 

Peping helps plot party strategies, 
implement party objectives, and develop 
gras sr0018 politic os into leaders of 
national stature. It was Peping, some 


say, who plucked Aquilino Pimentel 
from the political arena of Cagayan de 
Oro, and with sweet sugar m 
“polished” him until he was ripe for the 
“center of power” battle. Peping was, 
to some political analysts, “kingmaker 
of the opposition.” 

Now 50 but looking much younger, 
Peping clarified these allegations in the 
following interview, at the same time 
epelling out PDP-Laban’s stand on other 
matters of public interest. His 20-year 
marriage to Margarita “Ting-Ting’”’ de los 
Reyes, a political activist in her own 
right, produced five pretty daughters, 
Lia, Josephine, Maikee, Mai Mai, and 
Tsina. He would have wanted, Peping 
added, to master in economics at Har- 
vard, but guess what happened? “I got 
involved in politics,” Peping chuckled. 
SUNDAY: What is your concept of a 
national unification committee and how 
is it different from the UNIDO-based 
NUC that we hear so much about today? 

Jose Cojuangco Jr. (JCJ): The concept 
of the NUC is for provincial chapters to 
form their own unification committees. 
The function of the NUC is to referee in 
cases where the provincial unification 
committees cannot be formed. 

Now, the reason I said in the press 
conference that the NUC concept papers 
were not yet finished was that one 
question had not yet been answered: 
who will be members of the NUC? As 
far as | can remember in the NUC’s first 
meeting, Assembly woman Cecilia 
Munoz Palma proposed that no one 
with presidential aspirations should be 
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a member of dhe NUC. We have yet 
to come out with a fcramula on who 
will hy re tmbets of the NUC. 

What I've notk ed is that cfforts to 
unite the opposition bave always been 
donc in Manila. In the last Batasan 
clections, J noticed too that the 
opposition in the provinces « ould casily 
unite. Maybe there are factors involved. 
lor one, the national Ik adet ship is at 
stake here. 

Once the opposition in the provinces 
is united, we can call for a national 
convention where we can establish a 
core of leaders which will compose the 
ruling body for the opposition. 


SUNDAY: Bricfly, what are the 
principles of the PDP-Laban? 

JCJ: PDP. Laban is for a federal system 
of government, and for more local auto 

‘nomy. There are conflicting laws among 
regions in the Philippines. To achieve 
democracy, we have to do away with the 
old system. The old system ot the original 
framers of the 1934 Constitution really 
centralized powers in the hands of the 
President. From the time of Quezon, 
we have had some kind of virtual dic- 
tatorship, only Marcos formalized it 

When I was in Congress, there would 
be instances in which an administration 
bill would be passed but it would not 
be suitable for my region. But because 
it was proposed by the President, we had 
to follow. For instance, I had some guests 
from Mindanao up in Tarlac, they looked 
around the hacienda and asked. How 
come all your women were working? 
Where were the men? I said some of them 
were outside, some had other things to 
do. In the culture of the south, they 
said, the men worke. and the women 
stayed home. Mow, because of the dif. 
ferences in culture, how can you approve 
national laws regarding labor? 

What would be centralized, if the PDP. 
Laban had its way, would be just ‘4 
monetary system, the foreign relations 
policy, or maybe the armed forces. This 
way, we can suit the laws to the con. 
ditions prevailing in a certain area. 


SUNDAY: How serious is the rift dividing 
the opposition? 

JC}: Marcos propagandists ate insi 
nuating that the Opposition is divided. 





That is NOt truc. What they atc seeing is 
democtacy at work, We atc united in 
one thought, and that is we have to 
change this Marcos system if we ax 

sce a berths Phiippines The venue to 
take, that is where we differ, 


SUNDAY: If you view this Process as 
democratic, why don't you let all thow 
who want to bec ome Pre side at run for 
President? 

jc): Nobody's stopping the m 


SUNDAY: Then why the effort to unify 
the opposition in onc slate? 

JCJ: That is the clamor of the people 
Personally, for me the effort to unify is 
just for purposes of a dialogue, so we can 
put things together. 

SUNDAY: Why did the PIDP choose to 
merec with Laban among the Opp osition 
pat tes? 

Jc}: I have no idea. I joined PDP 
Laban when they had already merged 
I was a Laban member in 1978, when 
Ninoy ran for the Batasan and | found 
my self getting involved again np ditics. 
PDP- Laban merged in 1983. 


SUNDAY: What do you do af secretary 
general of PDP-Laban? 

; JC}: Iran the day to-day affairs of 
the party, like the scheduling of National 
Council mec tings, and the ap! men 


tation of party resolutions. I call for press 


conferences like this one. In our party, 
these are ddcegated to the seci etary 
general tather than to the chairman. 


SUNDAY: How much of the Cojuang:o 
sugar moncy is sunk into PDP Laban? 
JC]: No, no, no, that’s not truc. The 
PDP- Laban is a very inex pensive party 
We try to follow our ideol ogy: yur 
objectives are self-supporting. The 
‘officers of the party are actually the 
servants of the members unlike in other 
ore parties where they are the 
eaders. In our party, too, the officers 
‘can be replaced at any time if they are 
found to have violated party principles. 
There's no such thing as tenure of office. 


SUNDAY: Your sister Cory (Aquino) 
said in a magazine interview that as far 
as politics is concerned, the Cojuangr os 
are generous with their resources. Is this 
true? 


JCJ}: (eughs) I don’t know. Why don't 


you ask her? 


SUNDAY: It has been the observation 
in some quarters that Aquilino Pimentd 
sccm to be rip Laban’s fait-haiwed 
boy and most likely presidential bet 
JCJ}: Actually, he’s our national 
Lairrman. We have other members who 
ate also aspiring. We have Monching 
(Mitra) and Tito (Guingona). We agreed 
among ourselves that whoever makes a 
successful attempt in achieving the 
objec tives of the patty will be the one 
‘ ipparted by the patty. The party is 


not favoring one over the other. 


Sunday: How does Bue Aquino stand 
in the PIDP-Laban’s plans? 

JCJ: We get along fine. Though he 
Jocsn't belong to our group, he shares 
many of our views. We've been trying 
to invite hin but he tells us he will make 
his decision when the time comes 


SUNDAY: Cory’s name has been 
mentioned several times as another likely 
pr sidential bet. Do you think she just 
might be drafted in the event that the 
opposition does not putupa united 
frome? 

JCJ: (laughs) It’s best that she answer 


that question. 


SUNDAY: How do you read the 
chances of the Opp osition in the coming 


clec tions? 


JCJ: The last Batasan elections really 
helped the opposition a lot because the 
political exercise became a springboard. 
if youw a analy ze the results of the last 
clections you will note that im areas 
where the opposition fielded candidates 
prior to the 1984 elections, that isin 
1978 and 1980, the opposition did very 
well, In areas where the opposition 
failed to put up candidates prior to 
1984, that’s where we were cheated. 
SUNDAY: But the Namfrel had been 
disbanded by the Comdec. 


JC}: The Namfred did its work, but 
it only served as assistance to the people. 
in any election, it is the people them. 
selves who have to do the work. Now 
we know better. We know where they 


can cheat us, how far they can go, and 
in the nexe elections we know what to do . 





SUNDAY: The KBL is said to have a 
well ofled machinery. 

JCJ: Ut doesn't matter. What happened 
to the: well-oiled machinery in Mewo 
Manila where they lost heavily to the 
opposition? 

SUNDAY: What about the PDP-Laban 
machinery? 

JC): We are still in dhe process of 
gr owing, In certain regions we are already 
established. The PDP Laban does not 
need too much gasoline for it to run, 
because we practice participatory democ- 
racy. Local leaders sclect their own 
leaders. Every member has to undergo 
a two-day seminar that will make him 
aware of his rights, privileges and obli- 
gations. Once we have established our- 
sclves in a province, gasoline is no longer 
necessary. The chapter will run by itself. 


SUNDAY: So you are not Danding 
Cojuange o's counterpart as opposition 
kingmaker? 

JCJ: lL wouldn't say so. Like 1 told 
you I'm just doing my bit. Everybody 
else is doing something because of what 
happened to Ninoy. Being his brother. 
in law, I can do more and that’s exactly 
what I'm doing. When the time comes 
and things get back to normal, | will be 


back to being a private citizen like before. 


Politics is not my line, and being a king- 
maker... that’s very far removed. I 
don’t have the resources to be one. 
SUNDAY: How's your relationship with 
Danding? 
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JCJ: We have not been in touch with 
one another for quite some time now. 
Years, in fact. Since martial law was 
declased we saw cach other only a few 
thes. One time we saw cach other in 
Australia because that’s where I take 
my Vacation. When we sce one 
another, we greet each other. 

Ac tually we ran against cach other 
for a<« Omugy € 550 mal seat in 1965.1 won, 
but I don’t think anybody won. It was 
a waste, a crazy bit of exercise, and 
when I hook back, winning is no longer 

in my concept of public service. It's 
what you're in public service for. 


SUNDAY: Is PDP- Laban prepared for 
sudden dections? 


JC): We are trying to prepare. Our 
organization is moving, We have very 
young and new leaders, all very prog 
ressive and principled. 


SUNDAY: How come there are PDP 
Laban members who are also with 
UNIDO? 


JC): There's none. 


SUNDAY: What about Assemblymen 
Jaime | erret and Antonio Martinea? 
JC): Ahh, because the two parties 
coalesced in Metro Manila, but they 
are full-fledged PIP-Laban members. 


SUNDAY: How's your mother? 

JC): She's fine, she’s 83, her health 
is okay except that she can’t hear very 
well. She ise Sumulong, and she’s the 
politician in the family, not me, not 
Cory. 
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TROOPS FORCE LLOCOS NORTE VILLACK EVACUATLON 
Haguio City THE COLD ORE in English 19 Jan 85 p 10 


lrext] Vintar, Llocos Norte--Residents of sitio [mbucao of this town were 
forced to evacuate to Mauway, a neighboring sitio last December 24-30, 

on mere suspicion that they were supporting the NPA, according to victims 
wio sought the assistance of the Task Force Detainees (TFD) office last 
lanuary 8 


fhe [mbucao villagers were forced to Leave their place after an AFP-NPA 
encounter in their sitio last December 24. The villagers were suspected 
is shielding the NPA, 


\ baby boy, Boy Acasio, one and a half years old, died as a result of the 
forced evacuation because for two days the evacuees had no regular meals 
inl they were made to sleep in the open fields. 


; early as December 16, the villagers were ordored by their barangay 
captain to move to Mauway but they refused, saying their daily livelihood 
ictivities would be disrupted. ‘they then sent a petition-letter to 
vresident Marcos seeking his assistance. 


On December 31 the villagers sent another petition-letter to President 
Marcos begging again for his assistance and secking for justice because 
iside from the forced evacuation, some 18 men, mostly family heads, were 
detained for a night and allegedly suffered varying degrees of torture at 
the tamdagan Detachment in Vintar. These men were taken by CHDF personne! 
ind soldiers right after the December 24 AFP-NPA encounter. 


the 18 were. Jerry Omnes, Duque Agcaoili, Artemio Gudayam, Rogic Butac, 
Marugay Carlos, Pacifico Carlos, Balbino Sinuleng, Macario Cudayon, 
\niceto Agnaoi, Boy Butac, Meddy Acuba, Martin Acasio, Fausto Santa Ana, 
Delfin Gamyao, George Angaoi, Jose Dumlan and Vicente Anbrocio. 


Meanwhile, Candelario Barang, 24, from Dumalneg was reported missing since 
Vecember 6. tle was last seen that day in front of San [sidro Detachment 
drinking with his friend Boy Suniga, a CHDF personnel, and other military 
mon. Five barrio-mates of his who saw Candelario asked him to with them 
for they were on their way home to Dumanalneg but he was not permitted by 
his drinking partners, Until now, there is no news of his whereabouts. 
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VERITAS EDITORIAL, CARTOON HITS MARCOS MED A, POLLTICAL AIDES 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 20 Jan 85 p 


(Editorial: "Disgraceful Displays of Mi sguided Loyalty") 


UMAN relationships are made beautiful when they 
H:: enriched by positive sentiments like love and trust 
and loyalty. They are debased when ugly emotions 
like anger and jealousy and mistrust rear their heads. 
But even the admirable virtues, when carried to excess, 
can be destructive. A man who loves a woman to 
distraction can forget his health, r-aiect his business and 
bring ruin upon himself. A parent who dotes on a favorite 
child does not know it, but he is destroying that child by 
making him selfish and inconsiderate 
All the foregoing is by way of introduction to an 
analysis of the relationships that obtain between President 
Marcos and the members of his official family over the 
past two decades or so 
We cannot say for certain if there has been love 
between, say, the President or this or Chat cabinet minister. 
We do not know either if the President has reposed full 
trust in all his subordinates. But this much is clear: there 
has been considerable loyalty shown by the presidential 
minions to their lord and master 
This loyalty, so unquestioning that it bordered on 
obsequiousness, was demonstrated time and again in 
various KBL caucuses when, to a man, the members 
resent agreed to carry Out presidential wishes no matter 
os dubious they may have been. This same loyalty, so 
undivided that it smacked of servility, was manifested by 
a judiciary that gave legitimacy to many questionable 
martial law pronouncements 


There are indications, fortunatcly, that these disgrace- 
ful displays of misguided loyalty — even at the expense of 
the common weal — are coming to an end. The Supreme 
Court, for one, is now issuing verdicts that show a growing 
determination on its part to become once again what it 
had always been to the people: the last bulwark of 
democracy. And individual Batasan members in the ruling 
party Foreign Minister Arturo Tolentino, to cite one 
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cAampic ase danng to deviate from the party line when 
they perceive that that line militates against the publi 
good 


But, lamentably, there are still many KBL members 
who seem determined to be loyal to the last, and never 
mind if the future of the entire country is impcrilled and 
the welfare of the citizenry is ‘°° ardized. 


We refer, of course, to those two KBL stalwarts, 
Information Minister Gregorio Cendana, and Political 
Affairs Minister Leonardo Perez. 


Minister Cefidana demonstrated his unflagging loyalty 
to President Marcos — or so he no doubt thought - when, 
over the weekend, he suspended cight staff members of 
Channel 4, the government's television station. And what 
crime did these staffers commit? They were guilty of the 
unforgivable sin of showing a film clip of the President in 
4 most unflattering, unhealthy light. He was shown with 
his mouth open, head Jolling to one side, being fanned 
vigorously from behind by an aide. 


This was in stark contrast to the systematic campaign 
of disinformation Mr. Cefidana has been waging over the 
past two months, a campaign which insisted that the 
President ° ocen sick of nothing more serious than a 
touch of flu. This, despite overwhelming evidence to the 
contrary 


Mr. Cefidana’s loyalty is most touching. But has it 
never Occutred to him that his loyalty to the President 
should end where »yalty to the truth begins? Does it 
matter to him at all that, as Minister of Information, his 
primary duty ts to recognize that the people have a right to 
the truth? 


Is he not concerned that his personal credibility has 
reached abysmal depths, and that his latest act in 


punishing his subordinates for showing the truth may 
mean the end of his usefulness to the master he has served 
so long and so loyally? Doesn't it bother him that even his 
own subordinates are laughing behind his back? 

Minister Leonardo Perez, for his part, should be very 
proud of himself right now. By his consummate 
subservience to Mc. Marcos, he has set a dangerous 
precedent that erases all doubts that the Batasan Pambansa 
is a docile, spineless rubber-stamp. 


But let us start from the beginning. 

Last Monday, at the resumption of the Batasan session, 
MP Rogaciano Mercado of Bulacan rose on a question of 
privilege to express his outrage over President Marcos’ 
remarks that the body had done nothing except become 4 
debating society 


Mr. Perez was hurt to the quick. Dripping with 
eloquence and bristling with righteous indignation, he 
assailed MP Mercado for his unmitigated cheek in attacking 
his idol. And he moved that the entire offending speech b: 
expunged from the record 
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The tyranny of numbers did the rest. With the cwept 
ion of four fool-hardy KBL solons, the majority member 
hewed to the party line and voted to strike the Mercado 
philippics from the records. Officially, MP Mercado aever 
uttered a word. 


What docs this mean? Henceforth, all that Mr. Perez or 
any KBL man needs to do if an oppositionist says wme 
thing critical of the government is to move that the remark 

or the whole speech -- be erased. Considering the mind- 
less way the KBL people have been voting, this could be 
done without difficulty. 


What we would then have would be a Iegislaiive record 
that would be one long pacan of praise for Mr. Marcos 
And the present opposition would go down in history as 
faithful representations of the three monkeys who saw 
nothing, heard nothing and said nothing about the ills of 
the present dispensation. 


Mr. Perez, who served his master so ciliciently as chair- 
man of the Comelec, has really done himself proud this 
time. Surely, he deserves a medal from the President - and 
derisive hoots from all right-thinking individuals. 





| DON | CAiker | N Vth DO if, 
RUT MAKE HIM LOOK HEALTHY! 
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MITRA: KBL CANDIDATES WELCOME [IN CONVENOR GROUP 





Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Jan 85 pp 1, 3 
lArticle by David C. Borjel 


(text) The Opposition yesterday redoubled its efforts to broaden its base 
for the selection of its presidential and vice presidential candidates as 
it announced even KBI. leaders are welcome to join the list of potentic! 
presidential standard bearers (PSBs) put up by the Convenor Group (CC). 


MPs Ramon V. Mitra Jr (Opposition, Palawan) and Luis Villafuerte (Oppo- 
sition, Camarines Sur) told the Batasan Press Corps of unification efforts, 
especially at the grassroots level, in preparation for the 1986 local eclee- 
tions and 1987 presidential poll or even ina snap election in case the 
President is incapacitated. 


Mitra, one of 11 potential PSBs in the OG's list, said he has invited the 
1O-momber Caucus of Independents in the Batasan to join the opposition. 


Should the 10 Independent solons join the Opposition they will be repre- 
seated in the CG composed of its three mewbers and the nine signatorics 
to the Declaration of Unity last Dec 26, Mitra said. 


He explained there ‘is no barrier” to any KBL momber joining the opposition 
saying that the CC's list of PSBs is not final. 


Villafuerte, spokesman of the National Unification Committee headed by 
UNIDO President Salvador ll. Laurel, said developments in the unification 
efforts “are very encouraging.” lle cited the OC's decision to broaden th 
formula for the selection of the I’SBs. 


Villafuerte said the NUC, unlike the CC, has no plan of selecting the 
prospective PSBs. He explained the WUC is more concerned about formlisz- 
ing a more democratic system of choosing the PSis where the opposition 
rank and file are properly represented, 


He also said the ruling KBL has its own «rcuabbles, down to the precinct 
level. He added, however, that these +:* 2 * publicized. 


sa) 








Both Mitra and Villafwerte also favored a proposal that incumbent elective 
officials who run for another office shall be considered automatically 
resigned upon filing a certificate of candidacy. 


fhe proposal, if embodied in the proposed Election Code governing the 1986 
local elections and all other elections which is expected to be approved in 
October in preparation for the coming elections, will check political 
opportunism, 


this means that incumbent Batasan menbers who are barely six months in 
office of their six-year term my have to forfeit their Batasan seats once 
they run for provincial governor or city mayor in the 1986 local elections. 
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CHRISTLAN SOCTAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY HITS KALAW BASES STAND 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MAIAYA in English 20 Jan 85 pp 1, 6 


lrext] The Christian Social Democratic Party (CSDP) has taken Membor of 
Parliament Eva Kalaw to task for her stand to retain American bases in 
the Philippines “as a deterrent against communisa.” 


Spokesman Ramon Tagle Jr said that the CSDOP fully supports the stand taken 
by the Convenors Group that all foreign bases in the Philippines must be 
removed and that no foreign bases will ever again be allowed in the country. 


fhe CSDP position was also made in reaction to another statement attributed 
to former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger that ASEAN strongly supports 
a strong US military presence in the Philippines. 


(the CSDP said that it was naive for anyone to even think that American bases 
ice here for the protection of the Philippines or, for that matter, of the 
ASPAN countries. 


"\merican bases are established for no other purpose than to protect 
\merican interests and security,” the CSOP statement added. 


Moreover,” the CSOP continued, “American bases cannot really guarantee 
our security.” “The Vietnam experience is a case in point. With all the 
bases the Americans had built in South Vietnam as well as the amount of 
irmiments, money and the number of men that the USA sent there, the 
\mericans still suffered the humiliation of Losing the only war they 
have ever lost in their history! South Vietnam itself was overrun by 
the communists in 1975." 


the CSDP stressed, however, that the core issue on the matter of foreign 
bases in the Philippines is the diminution of Philippine sovereignty over 
its own territory. 


Referring to a study made by former Senator Diokno, the CSDP said that 

the fydings-McDuffie Act which was incorporated in its entirety into 

our 1935 Constitution, provided that the US would not retain any military 
bases whatsoever in the Philippines but would only keep naval reservations 
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ind refuelling stations--and these, only for two years after Philippine 
independence...unless allowed to stay longer by the Philippine government .“ 
\ccording to the CSOP, the Tydings-McDuffie Act also “required the US 
President to seek the perpetual neutralization of the Philippines as soon 
is possible after independence.” The CSDOP said that after the war, the US 
Congress authorized the US President to acquire military and air bases in 
the Philippines 


Subsequently, President [Truman required President Osmena to sign--as a 
condition to US assistance or Aid--a preliminary statement of general 
principles pertaining to the acquisition of American bases in the Philip- 
pines which was later superceded by the RP-US Bases Agreement of March 14, 
1947 


(he 1947 bases agreemont was ratified by the Philippine Senate as a treaty 
but subsequent amendments to it were never submitted to the Senate or the 
Batasan. M reover, neither the original bases agreement nor any of the 
amendments made had ever been submitted to the Filipino people in a ple- 
biscite--though they all violated the terms of the Tydings-McDuffie Act, 
which was made part of our 1935 Constitution 


‘Worst part of it all is that the US government did not even consider the 
igreement or its amendments a treaty but only as an Executive agreement, 
the reason they were never submitted to the US Senate for ratification,” 
the CSDP statement continued. 


“This is why CSDP joins Senator Lorenzo Tanada in his militant stand that 
there is no need to present the question of the removal of \merican base: 
from Philippine territory to a plebiscite as be'ng advocated by Senator 
Doy Laurel 


The CSDP concluded by asking all Filipinos to look at the mtter of the 


removal of American bases from the standpoint of Philippine interests, not 
those of the United States of America. 
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NeW PACT WITP PRC CALLS FOR INCREASED TRADI 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Jan 85 p 15 


lvext] The Philippines and the People's Republic of China signed yesterday 


trade protocol calling for increased trade between the two countries for 
1985, 


Ihe protocol, the eighth to be concluded between the two countries since 
the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1975, listed down the product: 
up for trading this year totalling an estimated $400 million. 


laime C. Gonzales, special assistant to the Minister of Trade and Industry 
und president of state-owned Philippine International Trading Corp (PIIC), 
igned for the Philippines while Chen Zhixiao, director of the Ministry 
of Poreien Economic Relations and Trade, signed for China. 


vnzeles said the two-way trade target of 5400 million is an improvement 
ver the performance in 1984 which reached $285.86 million during the 
lanuary to October period. 


China has agreed to include in this year's protocol new Philippine export 


items such as phosphatic fertilizer, copper cathodes, bananas, clectroni< 
moeonents and chemicals 


ihe Philippines, according to Gonvales, is projecting to erpert 15,000 
motric tons of copper cathodes, 400,000 metric tons of phosphatic ferti- 
lizer and 15,000 metric tons of fruits, mostiy bananas. The three 


products alone are expected to yield foreign exchange receipts of 5100 
million. 


Gonzales said the Philippines has been pushing hard for the inclusion in 


the yearly trade protocol of new and non-traditional Philippine export 
nroduct is the country has consistently suffered from a nogative trad 
balance with China. 
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[ Commentary by Apolonio Batalla: 


iText] 


HE factors cited to explain the 

decline im the exchange rate 
are very shost-term in nature, and 
the bankers are correct in saying 
that the present rete of below P19 
does not mean it will not move 
upward in the near future. 

Balikbayan arrivals will taper 
off, inventories will eventually 
run low, and portions of the debt 
will be paid off. These factors will 
tend to trim supply. 

The temporary factors cannot 
prevail over the biggest factor of 
them all — the weakness of the 
economy. In that condition, the 
general tendency is for demand to 
exceed the supply of foreign ex- 
change and for the rate to move 
upward. 

What may be considered to be 
the true value of the peso may be 
gathered from its values in the 
few markets where it is traded 
and not only from its value in the 
local market. 

Few people may want to buy 
dollars here at present, but it is 
possible thet in Hong Kong hard- 
ly any people would like to buy 


pesos 


STABILITY OF E> 
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One test of the vigor of an 
economy is the amount of that 
economy's currency needed by 
foreigners. 

Now and in the near future, the 
aspiration should not be a too 
ambitious goal of inducing large 
inflows of foreign investors’ 
money, there will be some, but to 
discourage capital flight, which 
for several years contributed to 
the draining of the foreign ex- 
change pool. 

And even as more measures are 
taken to increase export earnings, 
imports should effectively be con- 
trolled, as other countries did 
when they were building up their 
economies. 

A temptation of long standing is 
to overvalue the currency. This 
makes imports cheaper than they 
ought to be. The regime of cheap 
imports have lulled the people 
inte a way of life that the true 
economic circumstances say they 
do not deserve. That undeserved 
way of life is presently exacting 
its costs. 








Overvaluation of the currency 
also dampens exporter enthu- 
siasm, for exporters earn less than 
what they deserve. The need to 
export more, much more than 
what used to be exported, is 
emphasized by the present cris’s. 

In regerd to the value of the 
currency, there was a news item 
recently to the effect that the 
government had been going efter 
the black-market syndicates. 

It is hoped that the lack of 
activity in the black market is not 
totally due to the police campaign. 
The lack of activity ought to be 
caused by the floating of the ex- 
change rate. If the rate is allowed 
to float, the black market dis- 
appears. If the float is dirty or 
regulated, the black market will 
persist and the lull caused by a 
police campaign will be tem- 
porary. 


A rate 1s maintained, under the 
present circumstances, not by 
going after the black-marketeers 
or by a dirty float, but by more 
fundamental] measures. 

There cannot be a more fun- 
‘damental measure than confi- 
dence in the government and the 
economy. If people keep on wor- 





rying about the state of the na- 
tion, money will find ways of 
getting out and at the same time 
it will absolutely refuse to come in 
of its own volition. 


An effective rationslization of 
importations in keeping with the 
requirements of the economy is 
also another fundamental mea- 
sure of maintaining the rate at 
some level. The importation of 
luxury goods at this time will 
exact a heavy cost from the eco- 
nomy, and so will the smuggling 
in of various kinds of goods. 

All this implies that import 
control and a free trading in for- 
eign exchange are not necessarily 
contradictory. 


A relatively high exchange rate 
or what may be considered true 
value of the currency is not liked 
by many people because ‘t raises 
the prices of goods and services 
and in the short run it does not 
promise an increase in the pur- 
chasing power. 

But it is the basis for the alle- 
viation of living conditions. Over- 
valuation of the currency through 
any means will worsen the 


problem. 
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RS, LABOR LEADERS URGE GOVERNMENT RENEW SUGAR MONOPOLY 


.* 7% 


nila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 20 Jan 85 pp 1, 3 


t ext ] 


Sugar workers and labor leaders yesterday proposed that the 
government take over again the domestic trading of sugar as a single- 
trading 


agency "to save the sugar industry from collapse." 


lencio Jalandoni, national president of the Bacolod City-based lakas ng 
Nagkaisang Manggagawa--PAFLU, said "free enterprise" in 


sugar trading has 
miy brought more problems in the industry. 


tlandoni said since the time sugar trading was returned to private sugar 


ders, workers have been getting less pay, instead of getting wore 
benefits, or workers have not been paid or have been dismissed. 


| 
4 


ugar producers could not sell their sugar at 
their laborers the legal rates, so payrolls 
ire reduced, Jalandoni added. 


a profit, they could not pay 
ire delayed and farm hectarage 


he workers union head said the sugar workers feel that it is time the 
government should intervene. 


| 


ilandoni also recalled that there was 
icolod City public plaza some time 
1 


| 
WOUIC 


a “historic covenant” signed in the 
igo, assuring sugar workers that they 
be the beneficiaries of high wages, shared profits, free hospitaliza- 
n and other benefits if sugar trading was 


placed in the hands of private 
sugar traders. 


jalandoni said even Mrs Hortencia Starke, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Sugar Planters and sugar producer Corazon 


Zayco, have agreed 
to sit down with labor leaders next weck, agreeing in principle to the 
“estoration of the single-setting and-buying agency for the bencfit of 
sugar producers.” 


he National Sugar Trading Corp., a subsidiary of the Philippine Sugar 
Commission, had been the single buying agency of the government for the 


sugar industry until domestic sugar trading became a free cnterprisce. 














Bacolod City--With planters virtual] 
nobody buying them, Negros Occidenta 
focused once more on the problems of sugar. 


raving all over their quedans with 
residents found their attention 


Vv 
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While critics continued to blast the Philippine Sugar Commission and the 
National Sugar Trading Corporation, other voices joined the increasing 
chorus seeking a return to the single-trading concept. 


Some planters contended that the low price of domestic sugar was due t: 
Nasutra's dumping of stocks in the locai mrkets. 


But the emerging facts seem to confirm that Nasutra contention that the 
free traders themselves were responsible for the "non-moving" mrket. 


The reason is that mny traders, including some sugar mill officials, 
engaged in speculative buying shortly before the adjustment last year of 
domestic sugar to P300 per picul. 


One major national corporation bought up a big inventory of sugar at P200 
anticipating the price hike. When domestic selling price hit P250, it 
dumped its old stocks into the market, mking a mijor killing. 


A sugar central was not so fortunate. It bought some 200,000 piculs, had 
it refined, shipped to Manila where these are now stored in a north harbor 
warchouse, each day adding up to the losses of the mill. 


Another big Negros Occidental mill had its stocks cornered by one big 
trader. But, when the prices cascaded, the trader refused to take custody 
of the remaining stocks which are still lodged in the warehouse of the 
mill, posing a problem of space for sugar currently being produced. 


But the sharpest blast was delivered by the labor front, specifically 
Prudencio Jalandoni of the Lakas-Paflu. 


Once allied with the New Alliance of Sugarcane Producers, Jalandoni and 
his group inked a covenant publicly with NASP during a demonstration at 
the Bacolod plaza. 


This included the vow by the NASP members that as soon as free trading 

is restored, this would mean higher minimum wage, increased cost of living 
allowances and a host of other benefits from more efficient mrketing of 
sugar. 


"But the reverse is true. Sugar prices have dropped, and many contend 
they can no longer pay the basic minimum wage nor sustain the fringe 
benefits so loudly proclaimed by NASP would accrue to the sugar workers," 
Jalandoni said. 


As a result, the Lekas-Paflu has joined the clamor by some segments of the 
sugar producer's group for a reactivation of the single-selling agency 
system under the Nasutra 
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ind so ended the week with many more labor leaders expressing concern over 
the collapse of the free trading concept and the harsh reality that whi lc 
private businessmen are profit-oriented, a government mrkecting agency 
-ocus¢s more attention on sccial benefits. (PNA) 


SO: 4200/514 
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PHILIPPINES 


RICE, CORN FARMERS Shi} j 1 NC iv } \ i 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 Jan 85 p 8 
(Text] 


CSO: 


Many farmers in 
the countryside have 


been shifting from 
planting rice, corn 


and vegetables to cul- 
tivating clandestine 
marijuana plante- 
tions for the past cou- 
ple of years. 

This observation 
was disclosed yester- 
day by a ranking 


Constabulary officer 


assigned with the 
Armed Forces Naroo- 
tics Command, who 
said that many far- 
mers in practically 
all the 73 provinces 
in the country found 
raising marijuane 
plants more profit- 
able than planting 
rice, corn and 
assorted vegetables 
From cultivators 


themselves, this 


Narcotics officer said, 


the farmers claimed 


that there is easy, 
fast and more moncy 
in raising the prohi- 
bited grass 
According to the 
officer, what attracts 


4200/514 


the farmers is that a 
kilo of dried mani- 
Juana leaves costs in 
Metro Manila and 
‘foreign buyers” 
P2500 « 2 i | ared to a 
kilo of mice which 
costs only more than 
five pesos, not to 
mention marijuana 
flowers which cost 
very much higher. 

Compared to the 
cost of vegetables, the 
price of the prohi- 
hited grass per kilo 
highly dwarfs that of 
vegetables, corn, and 
the like, Narcotics 
officer disclosed. 

Latest marijuana 
plantation discovered 
was in Sinakupan, 
Tictapul, Zamboanga 
City, a place least ex- 
pected to raise the 
prohibited grass, the 
Narcotics officer dis- 
closed 

Much earlier, 
another plantation 
turned up in Mushim- 
dominated province 
of Sulu 





In Sinekupan, Tic- 
tapul, Maj. Gen. 
Josephus Q. Ramas, 
Army commending 
general, reported last 
week to Lt. Gen. 
Fidel V. Ramos, 
acting chief of staff of 
the Armed Forces, 
that army troopers 
uprooted 30,000 
marijuana seedlings 
in an isolated area of 
barangay Sinakupan. 

Ramas said the dis- 
covery was made by 
elements of Home De- 
fense Forces Group 
(Airborne) and some 
Civilian Home De- 
fense Force members 
led by Commander 
Catalino Quinco 

The troopers, 
Rames said, sur- 
prised the two care- 
takers of the planta- 
tion — Jakariya Bar- 
rahim and Jul Amin 
— who pointed to a 
certain Ulkanain Ad. 
jirul of Baliwasan 
Grande as the alleged 
owner of the mari. 
juana plantation 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


REPORT OF BAI BANG WORKING CONDITIONS STIRS DEBATE [IN SWEDEN 


Forced Lahor, Miserable Wages Cited 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 30 Jan 85 p 6 


[Article by Peter Bratt: "Alerting Report Shakes Sida; Bai Bany Workers Live 
Unbearable Lives" ] 


[Text] The forest workers at the Bai Bang project live under intolerable 
conditions; they have been brought to the forest against their will and 
despite the risk of being punished with rehabilitation camps, one out of every 
seven workers escapes. 


This comes from a new report, whose results are causing Sida's [Swedish 
International Development Authority] leadership to hesitate before continuing 
its participation, 


Three-fourths of the forest workers are women. Many have been forced to leave 
children and husbands. They are allowed to go home only 10 to 12 days a year. 
There is no light and sometimes no soap or soft soap for washing. 


The women lack opportunities for making sanitary napkins--which they otherwise 
make from washable mosquito netting--and therefore cannot work in the forest 
for several days each month, They have no shoes and are consequently attacked 
by leeches. During the cold season there are no blankets. 


Miserable Wages 





One out of 10 workers lacks a mosquito net to sleep under, which causes 
malaria. The small children are poorly attended, which prevents the mothers 
from working. 


Ninety percent have intestinal parasites, half have malaria and are anemic. 
The wages are miserable and calculated in such a complicated way that no one 
knows what the labor is worth, [n order to survive, the forest workers can 
only work half a day for the state, The remainder of the time is used for 
growing rice, vegetables and raising pigs and chickens and chopping wood for 
themselves. 
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large scgments of the forest which should have become pulp in Rai Bang is 
misappropriated, because the workers live under such difficult conditions. 


Nearly all have becn torn away from their villages and live in great isolation 
in the jungle. Most of the women are unmarried and the isolation and their 
lowly status dooms them to remain unmarried and childless. 


Many were lured to the forest with false promises. Of those who arrive, only 
0.7 percent succeed in petting transferred, 


hscaping means high additiona] costs not only for the deserter but for his or 
her family as well, In spite of that, more than 1,000 workers out of a total 
of 6,500 people escaped in 1 year. 


Forcign Minister Lennart Bodstrom took this report with him when he visited 
Victnam at the beginning of the month, The report was worked out after being 
commission by Sida by the two very experienced consultants Katarina Larsson 
and lars-hrik Birkegard. Katarina Larsson lived for 4 months together with 
the workers in five of the forest brigades siudied. 


Rai Bang was formally opened in November 1982, One of the participants from 
Sweden was Minister Roine Carlsson. At a press conference in Hanoi he was 
asked the question of whether the workers for the forest portion of the 
project were recruited voluntarily. 


"Internal Matter' 


"We have no reason to take a stand on how the Vietnamesc solve the problem of 
recruiting labor. This is an internal Victnamese matter," Roine Carlsson 
replied. 


Six months later Minister Carlsson told the Constitutional] Committec that he 
had been misquoted but that he had not taken the trouble to deny it. There is 
nothing indicating that forced labor occurs in the forest work, Roine 
Carlsson said. An audio tape of the press conference later showed that the 
quotation--reproduced by DAGFNS NYHFTER on 29 November 1982-- was correct and 
that Carlsson's denial was incorrect. 


"look up the Issue’ 


Sida chicf Anders Forsse said in 1983 that "if Sida discovered that forced 
labor is involved, we would not participate." By forced labor he meant 
punishment if people ran away or if anyone watched over them with weapons or 
whips. Nothing indicated this during that time, in his opinion. Sida would 
in any cvent react against conditicns similar to forced labor. 


What does Anders Forssc say today, then? Does the new report show that the 
workers who are occupicd with cutting wood as raw material for the paper mill 
live under conditions similar to forced labor? 
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"Unfortunately, the report does point in that direction. Through the foreign 


minister we have taken up the matter with the highest leadership. We have 
cemanded other forms of recruitment, some kind of morc liberal agrecment ." 


"We must get the Vietnamese to improve labor conditions in the forest. If we 
do not succeed, I find it difficult to sce how we could continue to the 
present extent,” Sida chief Anders lorsse says. 


The prescnt agrecment regarding the Vinh Phu project expires on 30 May this 
year. Today's report therefore concerns only the forcst portion of the 
project, not the pulp factory in Bai Kang, which functions better than 
calculated, 


Aerial Pictures 


Before a new agreement, the Vietnamese must come up with a better planning 
foundation than up to now. They must also release aerial photos for forest 
inventory, which they previously promised to do, but so far have not donc. 


In several places at Sida great hesitation can be noted today over cont inuing 
support for the forest cutting portion of the project, even [illegible] if the 
working conditions there arc improved, 


Swedish Reporter on Scene 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 3] Jan 85 p 8 
[Article by Fredrik Roos: "Forest Work Is not Appealing"] 


[Text] Bai Bang, Jan--"The forest brigades are having problems with 
newcomers, who run away home during the first few years." This is related by 
assistant director Thinh at the Vietnamese coordination burcau for forestry 
which is part of the Sida-supported paper mill in Bai Bang. 


"Yos, it is one of the difficulties," agrees bripadc leader Duc at 9-ycar- old 
forest Cutting Brigade Number One in the Bac Quang district 180 kilometers of 
hopelessly rutted roads north of the paper mill, 


llerc, far from the central government in Hanoi, Vietnamesc and Swedish relief 
workers are living with the major uurcsolved qucstion: how is the plant cver 
going to function, if the workers arc not allowed to live a tolerable life? 


Sida has undertaken a study regarding the conditions in the forest, where 
17,000 people work in order to supply Bai Bang with raw materials. The study 
was made public on Wednesday. 


The publication was preceded by arguments within the relief organization about 
how suitably to present the material in the middle of a flare-up in the 
Swedish Vietnam debate. The reason is easily understood, Any solutions to 
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the problems are not evident, for here the rational Swedish economic view is 
openly and nakedly pitted against a communist planned cconomy. 


The Swedes would use 180 men for a correspondingly large paper mill for work 
in the forest. Here there are 17,000, and even with the major differences in 
the devcloping country 5,000 men would be sufficient, if they were only paid 
three times better. 


"Production would immediately skyrocket," says one of the most informed 
officials of the paper mill. 





Unmotivated 


The truly great problem is that no one has cnough motivation to work in the 
forest. Those who have been allocated a life here far from their home village 
and family are without roots. The wages are not enough by far, so the free 
time is devoted to growing one's own vegetables, selling wood from the forest 
for fuel, cooking rice, taking care of the clothes, sewing and mending until 
one collapses on the rickety cot in the room with many beds. 


Brigade Number One is located more beautifully than most of the others, on a 
hill with a view over a small cultivated valley, where vegetables can be 
bought from an agricultural cooperative. 


One hundred and one wood cutters, 60 of whom are women, live here. !n other 
brigades &9 out of 100 workers may be women, 


Since the brigade is a few years old, there are 36 families with a total of 70 
children, 


"When a wowan bears a child, she has no financial support. She must out in 
the forest immediately, unless she has scen to it that she has saved some 
money," states brigade leader Duc under his bangs in a dark-blue cap with a 


visor. 


Takes Care of Onesclf 





It is the day before New Year's eve in the Vietnamese moon year, which 
nowadays comes more than a month before the Chinese, At that time the annual 
gifts are distributed to everyone by the forest administration. The young 
girls' cyes glow when they pet a bicycle tire, an inner tube, a bottle of 
strong wine, a package of cigarettes and rice for the holiday. 


"We save nothing as a group in the brigade. [Fveryone takes care of herself. 
One worker has bought a radio, but it is already broken," the brigade leader 
relates, 


Ten of the workers have been permitted to go home to their village during the 
New Year's holiday. 
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"We choose someone who has not been home for a long time, someone who is a 
diligent worker and someone who has a social reason--a sick mother or a 
wedding to go to." 


The one who goes must pay for it herself. 
"I have been home 2 days in 2 years," explains a 20-year-old girl with a 400 
kilometer-long way to travel, 


Docs not Like It There 
In this brigade the workers come from 1] different provinces. 


"Whocver doesn't like it here can ask for permission to leave. Four have 
submitted requests for transfer, four wish to continue studying.” 


Well then, how many have becn approved? Is it worth trying? 


"So far no one has had it granted," declares the brigade leader, who once a 
week gathers the members and is responsible for political indoctrination. We 
are sitting in the visitor's room drinking tea, looking at the many red 
pennants with yellow text which give evidence of good contributions over the 
years, 


The Song Con river is 4 kilometers away, where the workers have been allowed 
to grow their own crops, 


life in the forest is considerably worse that in the mill town of Bai Bang, 
where the factory is also disrupted by the poor conditions. Fmployecs of the 
plant must go home and wade in the rice fields, look after their pig and other 
things, which require an extra day of work each day in order to survive. 


What happens to the 18-year-old who runs away as soon as she has saved enough 
for the bus fare home? 


"We notify the home village; there she is taken into custody and is instructed 
in the importance of cveryone doing their duty, and then we make another 
attempt,” explains director Thinh at Bac Yen United Forest Industries. 


The situation in Rai Bang and in the forest is not unusual in Vietnam. For 
years people have had to submit to being moved where sucicty considers them 
most needed, What is new is that the government has decided to proceed cven 
more strictly and punish those who do not obey an order to move by suspending 
ration coupons and other privileges given. 


In Hanoi the problem is greatest in the north, The young, well-cducated 
Vietnamese in the capital wriggle out of the straight jacket, start a store or 
business of their own and get a license for it. Professionally trained people 
have greater freedom of choice, 
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ut © large population groups, and primarily the girls, must sec their youth 
~s them by without living out their romantic dreams, 
. strong cutting knife quickly makes: the hands calloused in the dense bamboo 
forests, the faces ape and the contributions of their own lives become an 
bic figure in the activity of the Bai Rang plant. 
he workers’ existence at the Swedish- supported papcr mill has attracted morc 


md more attention the closer it gets to the day when Vietnam will take over 
it neerat noon its: whi. 


necessary for conditions in the forest to improve." says director Thinh 
ndicating a newly established forest planting brigadc whose long, wal] led 
iding glows deep down in a vally, and he adds: “It will take time." 


we must pet better housing. That is completely decisive," say brigade leader 
yc as we peek into the drafty, cold and dark, naked rooms of the uumarricd 
vyirls’ barracks, 
yometiwes | marvel at how the plant is doing in view of the wiscrable 
conditions of the workers. One thinp is clear: Kai Bang's future depends on 
whether they can become motivated and feel that they are improving their lot 
through their contributions," says one of the higher Swedish officials at the 


lerced tabor in the forest, someone says. A picce of Vietnam, most sum it up. 


Reforestation Program Knucountering Obstaclcs 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 31 Jan 85 p 8 


[Article by Fredrik Roos: "The Factory Functions But ... lack of Forest 
SET tous Threat] 


text] No paper without forest. This is a truth which those responsible for 
the Swedish relief project in Bai Rang have had reason to contemplate more 
than once in recent years, 


forest chief Petter Otterstedt points to newly planted forests on hills near 
hai Bang. Below, the deciduous trees have been stripped for fuel. Further 
up, cattle go around munching and trampling the stands, 


Competition for the ground is obvious for miles around the paper mill, The 
promised cnormous forests have long since been but down, and the new stands 
are fighting apainst corn crops and dry rice planted by hungry Viet namcse, 
Smal! boys roam about cutting with pipantic knives, and the whole thing looks 
like a forest-grower's nightmare, 
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Despite the long experience in Vietnam, the Swedes still do not know what the 
forest stand looks like over the entire area. The aerial! photography which 
Sweden has paid for has only been sccun in portions by the relief workers. The 
issuc is sensitive for the Vietnamese, since the pictures involve the border 
rcgion with China, where military installations are dense. 


bureaucracy 


A great deal of this type of major aud minor problems have occurred during the 
course of the years. The Rai Bang project hopes to circumvent the slow-moving 
bureaucracy by gctting permission for the plant to form a coordinated 
enterprise for factory and forest with far-reaching independence, It would 
have a favorable effect on the whole activity and be able to benefit the 
workers, This is the idea of the Swedish leadership. 


"The lack of raw materials could have a restrictive influence in the long 
run,” declares present manaping director Sigvard Kahrke. He himself has been 
able to sce the paper mill straighten out and maintain a reasonable production 
leve!] during the latter part of 1984, 


When the paper mill is gradually eliminated as a Swedish relief project: over 
the next 5 yuears, it ironical to know that the frctory is operating at the 
same time as the raw matcrial may not be present in sufficient quantity. 


lor there was no limit to the governwent's hurry to break ground for the paper 
mill in a proud political gesture at the height of raping war more than 10 
years apo. Finnish consultant Jaako Poyry caused trouble by decisively 
warning against building the mil! before taking a thorough inventory of the 
forest. That inventory has not yet been completed, 


Production Neverthelcss ‘Better Than Ixpected' 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHKTFR in Swedish 31 Jan 85 p & 
[Article by Peter Bratt: “Better Than Before" | 
[Text] Five hundred million Swedish kronor will be required over the next 5 
years in order for Vinh Phu (Bai Bang) to be able to stand on its own feet and 
be operated entirely by Victnamese work leaders, 
At present the production is doing better than expected, 
Yesteday a previously secret report on the insufferable conditions of the 
largely female work force at the forest portion of the Vinh Phu project was 
published, 
On the other hand, the labor at the Kai Bang paper mill has seen considerable 


improvement in their conditions, The production of paper pulp and paper has 
never procecded as well as now, other reports say. 











Vinh Phu is the name of the province within chich the eatire project ts 
located, [t consists partly of the paper aill in Bai Bang, where in addit con 
to a pulp factory there is also a stone crushing plaut, a concrete station, 
wockshops, 4 power plant, a water purification plant and a factory for the 
production of acetylene aas, 


[here are also forest plantings, nurseries, roads and floating statiogs under 
construction in the province, The forest where the caw material for the paper 
mill is cut extends for 100 kilometers northward. 


The industrial part of Bai Bang came ficst and was begun in 1974, Today there 
are about 2,600 cmployees here, 34 percent of whom are wemen. Fresh reports 
show that the Living conditions of the labor force have gradually improved and 
ihat today people are considerable better motivated than a few years ago. 


A majority of the women are of the opinion that they live a better life today 
than before they came to Bai Bang. Bonns and wage systems have been improved, 


So far the project has cost about 2 bitlioa Swedish kronor. The prerequisite 
in order for the project's expenses and income to balance is that Bai Bang 
will reach half capacity by 1989, 


The result for 1984 was 18,000 tons of paper and 20,000 tons of bleached pulp. 
This is the equivalent of 23 percent of full capacity, In 198? the production 
wis only 10,000 tons of paper. 


the report published yesterday refers to conditions in the forest section, 
Forced direction of labor is nothing unusual in Vietnam, The delta region 
Around the Red River in northern Vietnam is heavily overpopulated, The forest 
at Vinh Phu cannot be cut without Labor, 


At a stage when there is finally Light at the end of the tunner for the 
industrial portion of the Vinh Phu project, the report on the situation of the 
forest workers therefore comes at a parcicularly bad time, 


Without timber the plant cannot be opecited in a sensible manner, Bui in 
order to produce the tiaber, political and social changes are necessary. 


Sacrifice 


the faci that the workers in the forest at Vinh Phu are treated so badly by 
the Forest Ministry is explained in the following manner in the report: 


"Vietnam has Lived with war for the last 40 years, Loss of Life and properiy 
and the lack of economic development has demanded tremendous sacrifices Crom 
the inhabitants, Many problems have become structural," 


"The organization of people and cconomy, as well as the manner of governing 
has been affected by the wartime cfforts for such a long time, that a 
readjustment to peaceful conditions has become a major problem, The striking 
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The VPK says in its bill that the eoverament'’s cutback of Vietows aid 


concession to the forces, inside and outside Sweden, who want to puni 
Vietaan." 

(he VPK is also the only party demandiaz that Cuba should again b wc laded 
among the recipients of aid. Cuba was excluded in 19/75 ia order to stress th 


Cuban iavolwement with soldicrs in Angol.. 


Foreign Minister Attacked in Riksdag 
Stockhoim DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish | Feb 85 p 8 


{Article by Kaa Encherg: “Bodstrom Asked to Comment in Parliament; Savage 
Vietnam Debate" |] 

[Text] ([t was ia a savage tone and atmosphere that Foreign Minister Lennart 
Bolstcom on Thursday had to endure his first parliamentary debate about the 
aid to Vietnam, after his rcturn from Southeast Asia, 

"Just Like a declaration of war," 
trik Wikstrom of Bodstrom's reply to the chamber. [t consisted of WW) 
typewritten Lines compiled by an expert. 


Also enraged by the debate and Bodstrom's behavior was Center Party Ml Sture 


Korpas. fle told DAGENS NYHETER after the debate: 


"{ was rendered speechless by the fact that Bodstrom refused to answer our 
questions. After all, throughout the years [ have had long discussions and 
found him to be a conciliatory man, [ just don't understand this.” 


The debate was to center on the fact that the administration has used /0 
million kronor of the Vietaam aid, a total of 365 million kronor, for paying 
the country's debts to Swedish companies, as some sort of import subsiy, 


Not Negative 


"this is the first time this has been done, even though Sida opposed it," 
Wikstrom said during the debate, 


Kodstrom replied that he had not interpreted Sida's answer as negative. fle 
also ceferred to the circumstance that both Korpas and Wikstrom ire m@ombers 
Sida's executive board, The 70 million were mentioned in the aanual crepori 
Bodstrom said, 


(he current Vietnam debate was not mentioned oa Thursday, but both Wikst com 
and Korpas tell DAGENS NYIETER that as wembers of Sida's board they wil! 


was the description of Liberal Party MP han 


yf 


demand that the forced recruitment of labor to the forest eroject ta Hat Bane 


should cease, 

















12 March 1GR5 


This will become the hot issue in March when the execu ive board takes a stand 
on the material available before the new 2-year agrcement to be signed. If 
Sweden does not receive any guarantees concerning the Labor, the sonsocialists 
will oppose a new agreement. 


[t is not only the administration's actions regarding “:ictnam which have 
angered the opposition. Both Korpas and Wikstrom find i* unsatisfactory that 
they were not informed of the forced recruitment of woes to the forest work 
until Sida held a press conference on the report. 

Korpas knew nothing of the matter until he read the morning paper on Tuesday. 


Gradual Cutback 


Both the Center Party and the Liberal Party are intent on 4 gradual cutback of 
aid to Vietnam under organized formas, The Conservatives demand an immediate 
abolition, 


"It is not only the Vietnamese invsion of Cambodia which justifies a halt. 
New factors such as forced labor and the lack of forest are making our 
parLicipation difficult,” Korpas says to DAGENS NYNETHR. 


Korpas vecounts that in January 1974 he participated in his first meeting of 
the board of Sida, when it made the decision for the entire Bai Bang project. 


"At that time I thought [ could not vote agaiust in order not to disavow my 
predecessor on the board, but [ greatly questioned the decision,” he says. 


"And then the Sida chief at that time, Ernst Michanek, cxplained that in fact 
no one liked the project but that it had already been decided on the political 
level.” 


Aid Program Reevaluated 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedisu 2 Feb 85 p 8 
[Article by Kaa Eneberg: "Support for Vietnam Divides Parliament" | 


[Text] The Swedish government will pose tough demands on Vietnam for improved 
working conditions for the femal forest workers in Bai Bang. A reorganization 
of the system will be made a condition for continued contributions to the 
relief project. 


This was the decision given by Foreign Minister Lennart Bodstrom after a 2- 
hour debate on Swedish aid to Vietnam in Parliament on Monday, 


The debate focused on the controversial report from the relief organization 
Sida, in which the difficult working conditions of the female labor force were 
described. The report has contributed to the fact that the nonsocialist 
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women in Bangladesh or last year's massacre in Kenya? On that you keep 


"The debate concerns Vietnam and then we stick to that country without roaming 
around the world,” replied Liberal Rune Angstrom, who was of the opinion that 
it is time to start cutting back aid to Vietnam, This can take place in 2 
years, Angstrom believed, 


"In the choice between the carrot and the whip we regard the carrot as the 
most valuable means to accomplish improvements, That could not have a 
disturbing effect on the Swedish desire for giving aid," Bodstrom said. 


lie did point out, however, that this relief item had been eliminated from this 
year’s budget and that the cutback could continue “at the rate Victaam 
improves it own production capability." 


fen years after independence Vietnam is still one of the world's poorest 
nations. The country is financially dependent on the Soviet Union, has few 
contacts with the West and has never received the wartime reparations in the 
amount of billions from the United States which had been negotiated, 


"Sweden is secving as a window for Vietnam toward the Western world, Our 


policy serves humanitarian purposes but also to create peace for a people 
which has experienced horrible abuses, difficult to described," Bodstrom said. 
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